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NCAA Update: 


Bama Hopes For Just Conclusion 


by Kirk McNair 


Final ruling should come 
in four to 10 weeks, but 
no way to predict outcome 


early a year ago, on November 17, 
Nt University of Alabama went hat- 

in-hand before the NCAA Infractions 
Committee. While those most involved in 
collaborating with the NCAA Enforcement 
Staff and in the hearing before the 
Infractions Committee—Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics Gene Marsh and then-Compliance 
Director Marie Robbins—earned extraordi- 
nary praise from the Infractions Committee 
(of which Marsh is also a member), The 
University received unprecedented penal- 
ties. 

It was no surprise that Alabama took a dif- 
ferent approach when it appealed those 
sanctions to the Infractions Appeals 
Committee. Marsh and Robbins were out. 
Rich Hilliard of the Indianapolis firm of Ice 
Miller, which specializes in NCAA cases, 
was reduced to something along the lines of 
errand boy, Staff Attorneys Stan Murphy and 
Glenn Powell took a back seat to outside 
counsel. Robert Cunningham, Jr., of the 
Mobile firm of Cunningham, Bounds, Yance, 
Crowder & Brown, was the lead attorney, 
He was joined by Alabama graduate Chuck 
Cooper, considered one of the nation’s great 
legal brief writers, and Derek Shaffer of the 
Washington, D.C., firm, Cooper and Kirk. 

Alabama had taken a direct hit from the 
NCAA in the mid-1990s using approximate- 
ly the same tactics as in this case. Shortly 
after, Faculty Chairman Tom Jones (like 
Marsh, a member of The University’s law 
school faculty) suggested a school should 
use “real attorneys.” Bama didn't heed that 
prior to beginning the appeals process, but 
attempted to mitigate the damage with the 
new legal team, whose star players worked 
without pay. 

This legal team went before the NCAA 
Infractions Appeals Committee on August 
16, In addition to the lawyers, Alabama was 
represented by Interim President Barry 
Mason, Athletics Director Mal Moore, and 
Andrew Sorensen, now at South Carolina 
but president of The University during the 
first apparent bungling of the investigation 
and hearing. 

Jerry Parkinson, law school dean at the 
University of Wyoming, represented the 
Infractions Committee. Parkinson attended 
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Alabama’s hearing before the Infractions 
Committee last year, although he did not 
participate in the decision. Also attending 
was Thomas Yeager, the former NCAA in- 
vestigator who is now commissioner of the 
Colonial Conference and who is chairman of 
the Infractions Committee. It is believed 
that Yeager was merely an observer. 


dmittedly, we have seen only one side 
A: the case. While The University of 

Alabama disclosed all it could consid- 
ering privacy laws and NCAA regulations, 
the Infractions Committee reply to Ala- 
bama’s appeal was kept private, as is any re- 
port of discussion by the Alabama legal team 
and the Infractions Committee before the 
Infractions Appeals Committee. Neverthe- 
less, in Alabama's rebuttal to the undisclosed 
Infractions Committee reply, it can be seen 
that the Infractions Committee did not want 
to address its errors. One can guess with 
great certainty that the Alabama legal team 
did not allow this avoidance tactic in the 
hearing. Like Lucy, the Infractions 
Committee had some “Splaining to do.” The 
Alabama team used such terms as “disturb- 
ing,” “perverse,” and “Draconian” in its de- 
piction of the verdict against Alabama. 

Both the brief in support of the appeal and 
the rebuttal to the reply of the Infractions 
Committee indicate Alabama was on the of- 
fensive. In the 67-page brief and 28-page re- 
buttal brief, Alabama argued that based on 
NCAA by-laws and Infractions Committee 
precedent. Alabama did not receive a fair 
trial and that the penalties did not fit the 
crime. 

The rebuttal also offers strong evidence 
that the Infractions Committee reply to the 
appeals brief did not address the failings of 
that committee. 

Alabama is seeking the vacation of penal- 
ties beyond those self-imposed by The 
University with the exception of the lifetime 
bans given to boosters Logan Young and Ray 
Keller and to Wendell Smith, who is not an 
Alabama booster but was so depicted by the 
NCAA in order to bolster its case. Alabama 
had self-imposed the loss of 15 scholarships 
over three years—eight in 2002, four in 2003, 
and three in 2004. The NCAA added three 
more lost scholarships in 2003 and 2004, 
prohibited Alabama from post-season play 
this year and in 2003, put the Tide on pro- 
bation for five years, and limited the overall 
scholarship limit to 80 (five under the limit 
of 85). 

While the scholarship losses are extremely 
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harsh, the bowl ban also has great conse- 
quences. Alabama avoided one of those con- 
sequences when none of the current juniors 
or seniors elected to take advantage of a free 
pass to transfer. However, Bama still faces 
the loss of an estimated $4 million per year 
in shared Southeastern Conference revenue 
from the bowl bans. And Alabama players 
cannot play for a championship this year or 
next. 

In his melodramatic monologue in an- 
nouncing penalties on February 1, Yeager 
had several confusing statements. On the 
one hand he said that The University of 
Alabama had “done all it could do” in the 
area of compliance. The University, presum- 
ably, was being punished because it did not 
do more than it could do. He also turned 
public opinion against any sympathy for 
Alabama with his claim that Alabama had 
been “staring down the barrel of the gun,” 
facing the NCAAs “death penalty.” Under 
questioning, Yeager admitted this to be false, 

Alabama's legal team had no problem in 
exposing the weaknesses in the Infractions 
Committee findings. The brief said, “In this 
case the COL (Committee On Infractions) 
has imposed severe institutional sanctions 
on an institution that not only is innocent of 
the wrongdoing...but is uniformly lauded for 
running a model compliance program and 
for doing everything that can reasonably be 
done to prevent ‘rogue’ infractions...” 

The University pointed out time and again 
that Alabama was not cited for lack of insti- 
tutional control, failure to monitor, or un- 
ethical institutional conduct and yet re- 
ceived penalties heretofore reserved for 
those transgressors. 

Indeed, the Infractions Committee and 
Yeager had been excellent witness that 
Alabama is a “model” of a compliant NCAA 
institution, 

It was also shown that Alabama was treat- 
ed as a “repeat violator” in circumstances 
not unlike those where the Infractions 
Committee did not do so with other schools. 
Indeed, it was noted that Alabama had been 
praised for the way both alumni and The 
University had handled a potential violation 
by a former assistant basketball coach. 

In summation, the brief said, “There was 
no insitutional culpability, no institutional 
involvement, and no institutional effects 
that needed to be rectified. The institutional 
penalties.,.thus will directly punish only in- 
nocent players, coaches, staff, fans, and The 
University itself.” 


Piss of even greater concern than 


the apparent incompetence of the 
Infractions Committee in this case is 
the apparent dishonesty of the NCAA 
Enforcement Staff. Unable to make its case 
fairly, the Enforcement Staff seems to have 
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made an end run around its own rules. And 
if the Infractions Committee was not duped, 
it went along with the scam. 

You don’t get into a card game with a guy 
who is making up the rules as he goes along. 
(“Voila! Five aces! Again! Yeah, these are all 
wild cards.”) 

The University pointed out that the NCAA 
Enforcement Staff failed to inform Alabama 
about 1996 violations until 2001, that the 
committee relied on information from a 
confidential informant which is contrary to 
NCAA rules, and that there were violations 
that exceeded the NCAAs statute of limita- 
tions. Of these, the most heinous is the use 
of a confidential source. 

NCAA rules permit the use of a confiden- 
tial source for background information in an 
investigation, but not in the allegations. For 
some reason, the original Alabama legal 
team made the curious decision to allow the 
use of a confidential source (known in the 
public now as “the secret witness”) in one 
part of the case. From there, the Enforce- 
ment Staff apparently combined the testimo- 
ny of several anonymous sources into this 
convenient secret witness, and the 
Infractions Committee may have been de- 
ceived into believing it was one permissible 
source. And, moreover, that the source was a 
member of Alabama’s athletics department. 


Fortunately, Alabama Attorney Stan Murphy 
made it clear that the source (or sources) be- 
yond the one approved by The University was 
unknown to The University and that the in- 
clusion of such was unacceptable, making 
that testimony impermissible. It is immaterial 
as to the identity of such source(s). 


the past, NCAA “justice” has been not 

only flawed, it has been tediously slow, 
seemingly designed to extract as much 
penalty as possible even before penalties 
were official. 

As to the “when,” the Infractions Appeals 
Committee is not under mandate to make its 
ruling in a specified time frame. Historically, 
it has ruled on cases in four to six weeks, 
meaning about mid-September to October 1. 
However, in more high profile cases the time 
frame can be six to eight weeks, even ten or 
more. So a decision between October 1 and 
November 1 seems reasonable. 

Alabama was relatively close-mouthed 
about what to expect. A statement said, 
“Although we cannot predict any outcome, 
we feel no stone has been left unturned in 
the presentation of our appeal. We will now 
wait for the Infractions Appeals Committee 
to render its decision.” 

For those who think Alabama will get one 
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bowl game back, the question becomes “Did 
the Infractions Committee just make part of 
a mistake?” Because if a mistake was made, 
should there not be full redress? It does not 
seem plausible that the Infractions Appeals 
Committee should give an NCAA member 
institution a penalty just so the members of 
another NCAA committee don’t appear to be 
incompetent. 

And if Alabama does not get adequate re- 
lief, will there be a lawsuit? While talk “on 
the street” suggests this to be the case, it is 
unlikely. And Alabama's legal team does not 
think it will be necessary because it believes 
a good case was made before an intelligent 
and honest Infractions Appeals Committee. 

The appeals committee was formerly 
chaired by newly hired Southeastern 
Conference Commissioner Mike Slive, but 
he recused himself from Alabama's appeals 
hearing. It was chaired by newly hired 
Clemson Athletics Director Terry Don 
Phillips, formerly of Oklahoma State. It also 
included Southern California Faculty 
Athletics Representative Noel Ragsdale, 
Harvard University attorney Allan Ryan and 
Robert Stein of the American Bar 
Association. All are attorneys. 

It has the option of upholding the infrac- 
tions committee’s penalties or vacating any 
part of them. 
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New Season Brings Renewed Hope 


by Kirk McNair 


As always, expectations 
high for Crimson Tide, and 
Bama has talent, depth 


hen Alabama ended the 2001 sea- 

son with four consecutive victo- 

ries, including the mildly surpris- 
ing 31-7 thrashing of Auburn in Auburn, 
there was talk of Alabama having an advan- 
tage in momentum going into 2002. In the 
toil of two-a-day practices in August heat, 
that momentum factor may have been for- 
gotten. But there is no doubt that this 
Alabama football team is much further along 
going into its opening game than was the 
case a year ago. 

The Crimson Tide is an experienced team 
in terms of having a number of proven play- 
ers. More valuable experience is that the 
players have gone through a year with the 
staff of Head Coach Dennis Franchione, 
Schemes, terminology, the pace of practice, 
and virtually every other aspect of building 
a football team was new last year and is fa- 
miliar to all but the handful of newcomers 
this year. 

There are a few areas of concern, but there 
are also important positions where there is 
proven talent and depth, 

Because of the long, storied history of 
Crimson Tide football, every Alabama [oot- 
ball season arrives with great anticipation 
and greater expectations. Those who are in- 
volved with the program—players, coaches, 
administrators, fans-wouldn't have it any 
other way. And so it is that Alabama em- 
barks on a 13-game regular season schedule, 
stretching from the end of August to the end 
of November. And, of course, from Alabama 
to Hawaii. 

While anticipation is high in the Alabama 
football family, there are mixed expectations 
for Bama football among others. Generally, 
Alabama is not ranked among the nation’s 
top teams. However, it is not unusual to see 
the Tide picked first or second in the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division. 

It will be no surprise if “schedule luck” is 
not good, Oklahoma (picked by many to 
win the national championship) on the road 


Its The Wave Of The Present 


is daunting, but not necessarily more than 
road games at Tennessee and LSU. All SEC 
games are difficult, and the Tide has non- 
conference games against sometimes over- 
looked teams with excellent players in 
Middle Tennessee State, Southern Miss, and 
Hawaii. 

However, through the tough part of fall 
drills “injury luck” seemed to be running 
reasonably well. Donnie Lowe, last year's 
starting fullback, had to give up football be- 
cause of a history of concussions and 
Antonio Carter, counted on to be the top re- 
ceiver, was plagued by pain in the recovery 
process from successful off-season leg 
surgery (so much so that a little over a week 
before the season-opener there was talk of 
Carter having a redshirt season this year). 
And, of course, there were the usual bumps 
and bruises and turns and pulls that keep 
players out of work for a day or a week. 

There was also one defection, redshirt 
freshman fullback Marquez Dupree giving 
up football at Alabama; and some academic 
casualties, linebacker Marvin Brown and de- 
fensive end Gerard Clark lost for good, of- 
fensive tackle Dante Ellington sitting out 
from games for a season. 


enerally speaking, football followers 

are most interested in offense. This 

year there is above average curiosity 
regarding the kicking game. But it would 
not be surprising if the strength of this 
squad is the defense. 

There is a school of thought that the most 
difficult position to find quality players is 
defensive line. Alabama appears to have the 
makings of an excellent defensive front four, 
In the opinion of Franchione, tackle Jarret 
Johnson may have been playing as well as 
any defensive tackle in the nation at the end 
of last year. Johnson is one of three senior 
starters with all-star credentials on the Bama 
defensive line this year. 

Franchione said he is not as concerned 
about the statistics of Johnson, nose tackle 
Kenny King, and end Kindal Moorehead as 
he is about the ability of the defensive line 
“to get things started. If the linebackers are 
making tackles, it’s because the defensive 
line is tying up the offensive linemen. If they 
get pressure on the quarterback, that helps 
the secondary.” 

The fourth member of that starting four 
could be sophomore Antwan Odom, who 
was held out last year because of a shoulder 
injury that required surgery. Odom spent 
that time wisely, building himself up from 


issue. 


245 to 285 (now honed back down to 275). 
He has been timed at 4.6 in the 40 and he 
bench presses 450. 

Depth is critical in the defensive line be- 
cause some opponents can be expected to 
run as many as 50 pass plays, which puts a 
strain on rushing defensive linemen. A num- 
ber of players must be used in order to have 
fresh legs in the fourth quarter, 

{f Odom is not the starter, Nautyn MeKay- 
Loescher will be. Otherwise he will be one 
of the back-up ends. And it now appears an- 
other back-up end will be Todd Bates, who 
was the only true freshman who played for 
Bama in 200L. lt had been expected that 
Bates might have to be redshirted this year 
because of a groin injury, but successful 
surgery and exhaustive rehabilitation now 
have Bates in the playing picture. 

The tackle back-ups include monstrous 
Anthony Bryant and junior college transfer 
Ahmad Childress, one of several newcomers 
from junior college expected to be in the 
playing rotation this fall. 

One of those junior college transfers could 
be a starter at middle linebacker. Whether 
newcomer Derrick Pope gets the starting job 
or redshirt freshman Freddie Roach is at 
middle linebacker, early indications are that 
Bama is not going to miss Saleem Rasheed 
(who left after his junior season for the pro- 
fessional ranks) as much as had been feared. 

The Tide returns its starters at outside 
spots, excellent players in Brooks Daniels 
and Cornelius Wortham, There is a little 
worry that Jason Rawls is slow coming 
around, which could affect depth, But Tide 
coaches have been very pleased with Mark 
Anderson, who shifted from defensive end, 
and true freshmen DeMeco Ryans and 
Juwan Garth. 

If Tide fans were polled as to the biggest 
concern, it would almost certainly be the 
secondary. Bama games were lost last year 
with late-game breakdowns against South 
Carolina, Mississippi, and Tennessee. And 
the pounding at the hands of LSU was be- 
cause the Tigers seemed to be passing 
against zero defense. 

Everyone in the Tide camp expects great 
improvement in this area because of the im- 
provement of returning cornerbacks such as 
Gerald Dixon and Hirchel Bolden (now com- 
pletely recovered from the separated shoul- 
der that plagued him last season) and the ar- 
rival of newcomers like redshirt freshman 
Charley Peprah, soph Anthony Madison, and 
junior college transfer David Scott, 

Waine Bacon has made a lot of big plays at 
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strong safety and Charles Jones has some 
starting experience al salety, and they are 
likely starters going into the season. But 
strong safety Carlos Andrews and redshirt 
freshman Roman Harper at safety are not far 
behind and could move ahead. 


ide fans historically call for the sec- 
| ond team quarterback, whether they 
have ever seen him perform or not. 
This year the anticipation for back-up quar- 
terback is greater than usual. Brodie Croyle 
is one of the most ballyhooed players in 
Tide history and the redshirt freshman has 
been outstanding in practice last spring and 
this fall. But he’s still number two to fifth- 
year senior Tyler Watts, who also has been 
exceptional in practice. 

The gap between Watts and Croyle is not 
great. The suspicion is that Croyle is consid- 
ered important to the offense, not just a 
back-up in case Watts is injured. And if 
Watts falters, no one doubts that Franchione 
has confidence in Croyle to run an effective 
offense. 

Look for Alabama to emphasize the run 
and Bama opponents to fill the gaps and 
force the Tide to complete passes. That 
means whatever success the Tide has offen- 
sively will depend in great part on the suc- 
cess of the offensive line. 

The good news is that all five starters, 
tackle-to-tackle, return. They were better 
than expected last year and could be very 
good this year. Additionally, depth should be 
better with a handful of newcomers stepping 
up. None of the starters—tackles Wesley Britt 
and Evan Mathis, guards Justin Smiley and 
Marico Portis, center Alonzo Ephraim—are 
in danger of losing jobs, but they should get 
some relief from the likes of Dennis 
Alexander, Atlas Herrion, Lannis Baxley, 
Matt Lomax, and newcomers Mark Sanders, 
Von Ewing, and J.B. Closner. 

Tight end is a bit of a concern with the 
loss of Terry Jones to pro football and the 
move of Theo Sanders to the new “W" posi- 
tion. But walk-on David Cavan (the son of 
former Tide halfback Pete) had an excellent 
camp despite recovering from a knee injury. 
He's ahead of Donald Clarke, who can block 
but is not a great receiver. 

The “W" is a combination of fullback and 
tight end. This new position has alleviated 
to some extent the loss of Lowe. Sanders is 
one of Bama’s finest athletes and he seems a 
natural for this position that calls for block- 
ing. running, and pass catching skills. He'll 
be backed by Clint Johnston. who is one of 
the favorites of the coaching staff. A very 
pleasant surprise this fall has been the emer- 
gence of true [reshman Greg MeLain at full- 
back. He is the one true freshman who has 
already been tabbed by Franchione as defi- 
nite for playing time. 

Another new position on offense is “A- 
Back,” and it promises to be a big plus in 
great part to the man who will play it, Shaud 
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Williams. Shaud transferred from Texas 
Tech, sat out last year, then was a star in the 
spring and has continued to look very good 
this fall. The A-Back can line up at tailback, 
at fullback, at wide receiver, or in a slot or 
on the wing. The idea is to get him in a posi- 
tion where the defense doesn’t have the right 
man covering him—or, if they do, then the 
right man isn’t covering someone else. A 
football team is always looking for the mis- 
match. 

Both tailbacks, Ahmaad Galloway and 
Santonio Beard, have had impressive perfor- 
mances and both are good enough; maybe 
not game-breakers, but definitely winners. 
Although Beard is probably the better run- 
ner, Galloway remains number one because 
he does everything else better. 

Wide receiver is something of a question 
mark in part because Antonio Carter is hay- 
ing a tough time playing through the pain of 
a rod being inserted into his leg in off-sea- 
son surgery. (Offensive lineman Evan Mathis 
had similar surgery and is not having prob- 
lems with pain. Of course, Evan played all 
last year with a broken Jeg, so just having a 
rod in his leg probably feels pretty good.) 
However, there are some positives. Sam 
Collins may be the SEC's most underrated 
wide receiver. He ran a 4.41 40-yard dash for 
pro scouts in the spring. Dre Fulgham had 
an excellent fall camp. Triandos Luke seems 


on the verge of becoming a college star. And 
junior college transfer Zach Fletcher should 
work into the playing rotation. 


he Franchione staff puts extraordi- 

! nary emphasis on the kicking game, 

but results last fall were only mixed, 

particularly in coverage and returns. And 

this year Bama must replace steady place- 
kicker Neal Thomas, 

Competition for placekicker in fall camp 
has been as rough as a teenager learning to 
drive a car with a manual clutch. The cur- 
rent leader doesn't look much like the un- 
dersized soccer-style kickers who have dom- 
inated college placekicking for the past few 
decades. Michael Ziifle, 6-1, 253, has been 
the best of the Tide kickers, Additionally, 
he's the back-up to Lane Bearden as punter, 
which helps his case. 

Bearden has been Bama’s punter and kick- 
off man for the past few years. This year he 
is said to be both improved and, perhaps 
more important, more consistent. Bearden 
will also be the holder on placekicks. 

Nick Ridings may have had the most se- 
cure job on Bama’s squad going into [all 
camp. He'll be the snapper again this year 
both for punts and placekicks. 

Shaud Williams looks to be the punt re- 
turn specialist, and he'll be joined by 
Triandos Luke on kickoff runbacks. 


Wanted To Buy 


ALABAMA 
FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 


* Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-Tennessee program 1956 and before 


1976 Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
1971 Alabama vs. Florida 

1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 


1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 


1960 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1959 Alabama vs. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 


Also 
* Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
¢ Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
e Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 759-1852 
lam a collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 
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2002 Alabama Pre-Season Depth Chart 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Split End: * 2 Antonio Carter (5-9, 188, Senior) Right End: 54 Kindal Moorehead (6-4, 294, Senior) 
7 Sam Collins (6-1, 184, Senior) 56 Todd Bates (6-4, 246, Soph) 
81 Brandon Greer (6-1, 192, Junior) 48 Leslie Williams (6-5, 205, Junior) 


85 Tarry Givens (6-4, 223, Soph) 99 Jeremy Clark (6-2, 280, Freshman) 


Quick Tackle: 70 Wesley Britt (6-8, 312, Soph) Nose Tackle: 55 Kenny King (6-3, 280, Senior) 
75 Atlas Herrion (6-4, 300, Senior) 97 Anthony Bryant (6-3, 345, Junior) 


72 Grant Dickey (6-5, 295, Freshman) 77 Bart Raulston (6-9, 365, Senior) 


Quick Guard: 78 Justin Smiley (6-+, 301, Soph) Tackle: 96 Jarret Johnston (6-4, 287, Senior) 
69 Mait Lomax (6-3, 293, Junior) 85 Ahmad Childress (6-7, 323, Soph) 
63 Mark Sanders (6-6, 314, Freshman) 94 Derek Sanders (6-5, 298, Senior) 


58 Alonzo Ephraim (6-2, 303, Senior) Left End: 90 Nautyn McKay-Loesher (6-4, 255, Junior) 
74 J.B. Closner (6-4, 295, Freshman) 98 Antwan Odom (6-5, 273, Soph) 
68 Montre Walker (6-2, 265, Freshman) 85 Kyle Tatum (6-6, 274, Freshman) 
91 Chris Harris (6-5, 230, Freshman) 
Strong Guard: 71 Marico Portis (6-3, 301, Senior) 


73 Dennis Alexander (6-6, 352, Junior) Strongside 16 Cornelius Wortham (6-1, 233, Junior) 
79 Danny Martz (6-4, 290, Soph) Linebacker: 35 DeMeco Ryans (6-1, 213, Freshman) 
43 Jason Rawls (6-0, 214, Soph) 
Strong Tackle: 51 Evan Mathis (6-5, 294, Soph) 45 Juke King (6-0, 225, Freshman) 
76 Lannis Baxley (6-7, 318, Senior) 
60 Von Ewing (6-5, 300, Freshman) Middle 8 Freddie Roach (6-2, 238, Freshman) 
61 Boone Stutz (6-6, 275, Freshman) Linebacker: 6 Derrick Pope (6-0, 223, Junior) 


92 David Cavan (6-5, 256, Soph) Rover: 18 Brooks Daniels (6-2, 205, Junior) 
93 Donald Clarke (6-6, 256, Junior) 47 Mark Anderson (6-6, 230, Freshman) 
42 Juwan Garth (6-2, 193, Freshman) 


Tight End: 


Quarterback: 14 Tyler Watts (6-3, 220, Senior) 


12 Brodie Croyle (6-2, 198, Freshman) Left Corner: 4 Gerald Dixon (5-10, 192, Senior) 
13 Spencer Pennington (6-4, 218, Freshman) 26 Charlie Peprah (5-11, 195, Freshman) 
23 David Scott (6-0, 177, Junior) 
Tailback: 29 Ahmaad Galloway (6-1, 222, Senior) 28 Corey Ferguson (5-10, 177, Junior) 
34 Santonio Beard (6-1, 225, Junior) 
15 Nic Luke (6-1, 209, Freshman) Right Corner: 25 Hirchel Bolden (6-0, 196, Senior) 
9 Anthony Madison (5-9, 171, Soph) 
A-Back: 21 Shaud Williams (5-8, 189, Junior) 19 Roberto McBride (5-9, 167, Junior) 
27 Ray Hudson (5-11, 194, Soph) 
33 Ken Darby (5-11, 186, Freshman) Strong Safety: 24 Waine Bacon (5-10, 187, Senior) 
10 Carlos Andrews (6-0, 208, Junior) 
W: 89 Theo Sanders (6-3, 250, Senior) 32 Chris James (6-0, 189, Soph) 
(Combina- 88 Clint Johnston (6-4, 248, Freshman) 
tion tight end 31 Greg McLain (6-2, 246, Freshman) Safety: 20 Charles Jones (6-0, 183, Junior) 
& fullback) 38 Josh Smith (5-10, 210, Soph) +1 Roman Harper (6-1, 182, Freshman) 
40 Nathan Cox (6-0, 224, Soph) 36 Mare Miller (6-0, 196, Junior) 


30 Hamid Haqq (6-0, 188, Junior) 
Flanker: 84 Triandos Luke (6-0, 193, Junior) 
80 Zach Fletcher (6-3, 186, Junior) Nickel/Dime: 19 Roberto McBride (5-9, 167, Junior) 
1 Thurman Ward (6-1, 177, Soph) 28 Corey Ferguson (5-10, 177, Junior) 


Wide Receiver: 3 Dre Fulgham (6-1, 217, Junior) Punter: 44 Lane Bearden (6-2, 210, Senior) 


37 Joel Babb (6-0, 197, Senior) 35 Michael Ziifle (6-1, 253, Soph) 
39 Lance Taylor (5-9, 192, Junior) 
5 Brandon Brooks (5-4, 162, Freshman) Snapper: 50 Nick Ridings (6-0, 246, Junior) 


61 Boone Stutz (6-6, 275, Freshman) 
Placekicker: 35 Michael Ziifle (6-1, 253, Soph) 


46 Mike McLaughlin (6-2, 195, Freshman) Holder: 44 Lane Bearden (6-2, 210, Senior) 
1 Brian Bostick (5-11, 207, Soph) 7 Sam Collins (6-1, 184, Senior) 
40 Kyle Robinson (5-10, 175, Junior) ; . 
8 Gabe Giardina (5-6, 160, Soph) Returning starters in Bold 


3 Alex Fox (5-11, 178, Soph) *Antonio Carter may not be ready due to injury 
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__ IF HE WEREN'T ON THE FIELD, 


ALABAM, 


CuimeeR Tint 


WNIGVLS ANNAG-LNVAYE 


AVAILABLE AT: 


Hibbett Alabama Express 


NO NAME, POS 

1 Thurman Ward, WR = 

1 Brian Bostick, PK So 

2 Antonio Carter,FL = Sr 

2 Carl McInnish, SS Sr 

3 Dre Fulgham, SE Jr 

4 Gerald Dixon, LCB Sr 

4 Matt Miller, QB Fr 

5 Brandon Brooks, WR Fr 

6 Derrick Pope, MLB Jr 

7 Sam Collins, FL Sr 

8 Freddie Roach, MLB Fr 

9 Anthony Madison, RCB So 
10 Carlos Andrews, SS_—sJr 
11 Brandon Avalos, QB Fr 
12 Brodie Croyle,QB Fr 
13 Spencer Pen’gton, QB Fr 
14 Tyler Watts, QB Sr 
15 Nic Luke, TB Fr 
16 Corlius Wortham, SLB Jr 
17 Ramzee Robinson, LCBFr 
17 Max Skembo, QB Fr 
18 Brooks Daniels, ROV Jr 
19 Roberto McBride, RCB Jr 
20 Charles Jones, FS Jr 
21 Shaud Williams, TB Jr 
22 Ben Rose, LCB Fr 
23 David Scott, RCB Jr 
24 Waine Bacon, SS Sr 
25 Hirchel Bolden, RCB Sr 
26 Charlie Peprah, LCB Fr 
27 Ray Hudson, TB So 
28 Corey Ferguson, RCB Jr 
28 Trevis O'Neal Fr 
29 Ahmaad Galloway, TB Sr 
30 Hamid Haqq, FS Jr 
31 Greg McLain, FB Fr 
32 Chris James, SS So 
33 Kenneth Darby, TB Fr 
34 Santonio Beard, TBs Jr 
35 DeMeco Ryans, MLB Fr 
35 Michael Ziifle, PK/P So 


36 Marc Miller, SS Jr 
37 Joel Babb, SE Sr 
37 Grant Nailen, LCB Fr 
38 Josh Smith, TB So 


39 Lance Taylor, FL Jr 
40 Nathan Cox, FB So 
40 Raphael ‘Ty’ Tyrus, RCB So 
41 Roman Harper, S Fr 
42 Jawan Garth,ROV ‘Fr 
43 Jason Rawls, SLB So 
44 Lane Bearden, P Sr 
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HT WT EXP 


6-1 
5-11 
5-9 
5-10 
6-1 
5-10 
6-2 
5-4 
6-0 
6-1 
6-2 
5-9 
6-0 
6-0 
6-2 
6-4 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
5-10 
6-2 
6-2 
5-9 
6-0 
5-8 
5-9 
6-0 
5-10 
6-0 
5-11 
5-11 
5-10 
6-2 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
5-11 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
6-0 
5-9 
5-10 
5-9 
6-0 
5-10 
6-1 
6-2 
6-0 
6-2 


177 
207 
188 
195 
217 
192 
200 
162 
223 
184 
238 
171 
208 
185 
198 
218 
220 
209 
233 
175 
197 
205 
167 
183 
189 
180 
177 
187 
196 
195 
194 
177 
225 
222 
188 
246 
189 
186 
225 
213 
253 
196 
197 
167 
210 
192 
224 
172 
182 
193 
214 
210 


IL 
SQ 
3L 
SQ 
2L 
3L 
SQ 
SQ 
Jc 


HOMETOWN 
Starkville, Miss. 
Cullman 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Brewton 
Montevallo 
Burtonsville, Md. 
Gadsden 
Birmingham 
Galveston, Texas 
Fayette 

Killen 
Thomasville 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa 
Rainbow City 
Fayette 

Pelham 

Phenix City 
Calhoun City Miss. 
Huntsville 
Richardson, Texas 
Jasper, Fla. 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Waynesboro, Ga. 
Andrews, Texas 


Rochester Hills, Mich. 


Homestead, Fla. 
Forrestville, Md. 
Dothan 

Plano, Texas 
Bonifay, Fla. 
Montgomery 
Leeds 
Millington, Tenn. 
Huntsville 
Lineville 
Albany, Ga. 
Huntsville 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Bessemer 
Newnan, Ga, 
Gadsden 
Phenix City 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 

Mt Vernon 
Spanish Fort 
Geneva 
Prattville 
Decatur 
Statesboro, Ga. 
Helena 


www.BamaMag.com 


NO NAME, POS 
44 Ted Gryska, TE 
45 Juke King, SLB Fr 


46 Mike McLaughlin, PK Fr 
+6 Allen Long, SLB Fr 
47 Mark Anderson, ROV Fr 
48 Leslie Williams, DE Jr 
50 Nick Ridings, SN Jr 
51 Evan Mathis, ST So 
52 Taylor Britt, DT Fr 
53 Brandon Dean, SLB So 
54 Kindal Moorehead, RDE Sr 
55 Kenny King, NT Sr 
56 Todd Bates, LDE So 
58 Alonzo Ephraim, C Sr 
60 Von Ewing, ST Fr 
61 Boone Stutz, QT/SN Fr 
62 Cody Grammer,5G Fr 
63 Mark Sanders, QG ~=s‘Frr 
65 Dante Ellington, ST Sr 
68 Montré Walker, C Fr 
69 Matt Lomax, QG Jr 
70 Wesley Britt, QT So 
71 Marico Portis, SG Sr 
72 Grant Dickey, QG Fr 
73 Dennis Alexander, SG Jr 
74 J.B. Closner, C Fr 
75 Atlas Herrion, ST Sr 
76 Lannis Baxley,QT — Sr 
77 Bart Raulston, NT Sr 
78 Justin Smiley, QG So 
79 Danny Martz, SG So 
79 J.P. Adams II, DE Fr 
80 Zach Fletcher, WR Jr 
81 Brandon Greer,SE = Jr 
82 Marcus McKnight, FL Fr 
83 William Hold, FL Fr 
84 Triandos Luke, SE Jr 
85 Kyle Tatum, DE Fr 
85 Tarry Givens, SE So 
87 Jason Bolding, FL = So 
88 ClintJohnston, TE Fr 
89 Theo Sanders, TE Sr 
90 N M’Kay-Loescher, RDE Jr 
91 Chris Harris, DE Fr 
92 David Cavan, TE So 
93 Donald Clarke, TE Jr 
93 Jon Brunson, LDE Jr 
94 Derek Sanders, DT = Sr 
95 Ahmad Childress, NT So 
96 JarretJohnson, DT = Sr 
97 Anthony Bryant, NT Jr 
98 Antwan Odom, LDE So 
99 Jeremy Clark, DE Fr 


6-5 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 
6-6 
6-5 
6-0 


6-5 2 


6-3 
6-1 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
6-2 
6-5 
6-6 


6-3 2 


6-6 
6-5 
6-2 
6-3 
6-8 
6-3 


6-5 2 


6-6 
6-4 
6-4 
6-7 
6-9 
6-4 


2002 Alabama Football Reporting Roster 


T WT EXP 


240 


SQ 
SQ 
SQ 
HS 
SQ 
Sq 
2L 
1L 


HOMETOWN 
Northport 
Theodore 
Gautier, Miss. 
Winston 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Stone Mountain, Ga. 
Marietta, Ga. 
Homewood 
Cullman 

Mobile 

Memphis, Tenn, 


Daphne 

Heflin 
Birmingham 
Troy 

Arlington, Texas 
Tuscaloosa 
Ashville 
Leighton 
Hayneville 
Mobile 

Cullman 
Prichard 

Tyler, Texas 
Memphis, Tenn. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Daphne 
Waynesboro, Ga. 
Sylvania 
Ellabell, Ga. 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Northport 
Moulton 
Rainbow City 
Callahan, Fla. 
Austin, Texas 
Phenix City 
Prattville 
Tallahassee, Fla, 
Simi Valley, Calif. 
Wetumpka 
Birmingham 
Toronto, Can. 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 

Boca Raton, Fla. 
Geneva 
Sandersville,Ga. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Chiefland, Fla. 
Newbern 

Bayou LaBatre 
Daphne 
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Now Available! 

The very popular BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 
is now available to Crimson Tide fans! This 
Special Edition from the writers and photog- 
raphers of BAMA MAGAZINE provides the very 
finest in-depth analysis of the 2002 Alabama 
football team, coaches, opponents, facts, 
statistics, schedules, and the best and most 
accurate Tide football recruiting information 
available anywhere! 

The $12 charge includes applicable 

taxes, postage, and handling. Available for a 
limited time only! 


VISA or MasterCard orders: 
Call 1-800-713-2261, 

FAX 1-205-345-1260 

or e-mail BamaMag@dbtech.net 


OR, Send check or money order to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

P.O. Box 866104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

Be sure to give name and mailing address 


Order Today! 


___ YES, send me the 2002 BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK. I enclose $12 per yearbook, which covers any applicable 
taxes and postage and handling. Total enclosed $ for Yearbooks. 


Check ___ VISA ___ MasterCard 
Name or money order payable to "BAMA 


Card # Exp 
Address 


Signature 


Telephone Credit Card Orders to 1-800-713-2261 


Mail orders to "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


City ST ZIP 
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by Brian Trippe 


Three big men have 
announced plans to sign 
with Bama in November 


en Mark Gottfried was recruit- 
ing in the summer of 2001, he 
was no doubt looking for some 


big men for Alabama's basketball team. After 
all, he had only 6-8 Erwin Dudley and 6-9 
Kenny Walker and reliable back-ups were 
high priority. But recruiting needs are not al- 
ways met, and a year later Gottfried, who 
will begin his fifth season as Bama’s head 
coach this year, still needs big men. 

Last year's recruiting class brought in 6-8, 
230-pound Chuck Davis, but he is probably 
a year in the weight room away from earning 
significant playing time. Otherwise, the new- 
comers for the 2002-03 season are all wing 
players, none with the build to play in the 
post. 

Gottfried’s mission: 

Recruit large bodies in bulk. With the loss- 
es of Dudley and Walker at season’s end, 
there's all the more urgency to bring in a 
height-filled class for next year. 

Early indications: 

Mission accomplished. 

The early signing period for winter and 
spring sports is the week beginning 
November 13. There is another signing peri- 
od beginning in April. Alabama has three se- 
niors on this year’s squad (Dudley, Walker, 
and wing guard Terrance Meade). And 
Gottfried already has commitments from 
three players, two of them 6-10, one of them 
6-8. And Tide recruiters continue on the 
search for more. 


he first upcoming high school senior 
Ts announce for Alabama was 

Jermareo Davidson, a 6-10, 220- 
pound power forward from Stone Mountain 
(Georgia) High School. Davidson averaged 
18 points and 11 rebounds as a junior. He 
had high games of 25 points and 23 re- 
bounds. 

“I liked it there (at Alabama),” Davidson 
said. “I liked the campus, the coaches and all 
of that. It really just felt like a second home. 
That’ the place I wanted to be.” 

He chose Alabama over Georgia, 
Cincinnati, Missouri and Clemson. Florida, 
Florida State and Wake Forest also expressed 
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Basketball Recruiting: 


Gottfried Is To A Great Start 


Cia 


Shawn Taylor 


interest. Davidson said he chose Bama be- 
cause he knew he would be able to come in 
and get immediate playing time. 

Davidson said, “Some guys who are there 
now won't be there when I get there. I think 
I can come in and start and lead the team 
right away.” 

Davidson is rated as the number 16 power 
forward in the nation by ThelInsiders.com. 

“He's long, lean and looks like he’s going to 
be a big-time defender as well,” said Dave 
Telep, Thelnsiders.com recruiting expert. 
“Normally, 6-10 kids aren't as athletic or as 
good passers as Davidson is. He’s very big 
and athletic. Athletic, long-armed and a fine 
defender. Davidson can really pass the bas- 
ketball as well.” 

About a week after landing Davidson, 
Gottfried received his second early commit- 
ment when Akini Adkins announced for the 
Crimson Tide. 

Adkins is a 6-8 combination (small and 
power) forward from Tallahassee, Florida. 
He strongly considered Tennessee and 
Florida State before choosing Alabama. 
Florida, Wake Forest, LSU and Virginia Tech 
also showed interest. Adkins chose Alabama 
in part for the same reason Davidson did: 
Playing time (which is the number one rea- 
son prospects choose a school). 

“I know they have two big guys leaving,” 
Adkins said. “I'll get some playing time as a 
freshman. I love the guys and I know the 
coach will take care of me as a person and a 
player.” 
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Akini Adkins 
Photo by digitalmagicphoto.com 


Adkins, a native of Cameroon in West 
Africa, moved to the United States just three 
years ago, where he was adopted by John 
Adkins. He had never played indoors before 
the move to America. 

Thelnsiders.com ranks Adkins number 21 
among small forwards and describes him as a 
“long, wiry athlete who will need to bulk up 
once he hits campus. A gifted shooter from 
the perimeter, Adkins plays with intensity 
and athleticism.” 

On August 4, Gottfried received news of 
his third commitment when Shawn Taylor of 
Dooly County High School in Vienna, 
Georgia, announced. 

Taylor is a 6-10, 220-pound center who av- 
eraged 16 points and 11 rebounds as a ju- 
nior. He also averaged 10 blocks last year. 
And while he’s big now, he is still growing 
and is expected to top out at over seven feet. 

Taylor, who once recorded 21 blocks in a 
game, has been compared to former Ohio 
State center Ken Johnson, who played from 
1997-2001. Johnson blocked 444 shots in his 
career, including a Big Ten-record 161 his ju- 
nior year. 

Taylor said Alabama was the first school to 
express interest in him, at the beginning of 
his sophomore year. As his new teammates- 
to-be, Taylor said the biggest reason for 
choosing Bama was the Crimson Tide's open- 
ing in the low post. “One of the main factors 
(in choosing Alabama) was playing time,” he 
said. “It was just a perfect fit for me.” 

Taylor chose Bama over Tennessee and 
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Florida State. Florida, LSU, Virginia Tech, 
Wake Forest and Kansas also showed inter- 
est. 

Taylor is rated number 23 among centers 
by TheInsiders.com. 

“The blocks figure might sound high, but 
the kid cleans them up down there,” said 
Telep. “There might not be a prospect in the 
class who could use a college strength and 
weight-training program more than Taylor. 
At his height, 220 pounds is awful skinny, 
but Taylor has tremendous shot-blocking in- 
stincts and a nice touch around the rim.” 


loses three seniors to graduation. If 

Gottfried receives a fourth commit- 
ment it would mean someone would have to 
be dropped from the roster. 

To make way for the late addition of 
Kennedy Winston-the state's top prospect 
who was released from California and then 
signed with the Tide to be closer to his fami- 
ly—Travis Stinnett gave up his final year of el- 
igibility to trim the scholarship players to the 
NCAA-mandated 13. Stinnett, along with 
former Tide point guard Tarik London, re- 
ceived the bulk of the playing time at that 
position in 2001. 

Stinnett has received his degree in manage- 
ment. He is expected to continue in graduate 
school, perhaps at Alabama, but will not be a 
student coach. He missed two entire seasons 
with injuries. Last year he played in 13 
games, averaging 4.5 points and 1.8 assists. 

Major Wingate, a 6-9, 225-pound power 
forward from Florence, South Carolina, is 
considered the remaining prospect most like- 
ly to commit to Gottfried. Wingate possesses 
something Bama’s first three committed play- 
ers lack, and that is bulk. 

Telep said, “He has the potential to be a 
super player, but often times isn’t a factor as 
he floats in and out of games. When he’s on, 
he’s a big man who can step out and drill 
jumpers. He's also a big-time shot blocker 
when he chooses to be.” 

Wingate has offers from Alabama, South 
Carolina and Georgia with interest from 
Maryland and Villanova. His college choice 
likely will come down to Bama and South 
Carolina. 

Wingate is ranked 14th in the nation by 
Thelinsiders.com after his junior year at 
Wilson High School in Florence, He will 
complete his high school career at North 
Gwinett High School in Georgia. That proba- 
bly won't affect his recruiting, but Alabama 
and Georgia coaches are likely to appreciate 
the move more than South Carolina coaches. 

Bama has recently become interested in 
Nick Stiggers, who backed out of his verbal 
commitment to Southern California. Stiggers 
is a 6-7, 240-pound power forward from Van 


F ollowing the 2002-03 season, Alabama 
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Nuys, California. He was recruited heavily by 
UCLA, Georgia and Arkansas before commit- 
ting to Southern Cal in early July. 

Alabama has also offered scholarships to 
Jackie Butler and Wesley Green. Neither, 
however, is a likely addition to the Crimson 
Tide family. 

Butler, rated a national top-25 recruit, is a 
6-10, 260 pound center from McComb, 
Mississippi, and is considering Ole Miss and 
Mississippi State. 

Green, a 6-9, 300-pound center from 
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Eustis, Florida, appears to be headed to ei- 
ther Florida State or Wake Forest. He aver- 
aged 22 points and 13 rebounds at Eustis 
High School last year. 

Earlier there had been reports of Alabama 
being involved with Tyrone Nelson, a 6-9, 
205-pound small forward from Hempstead, 
Texas. Nelson, who averaged 29 points and 
18 rebounds as a junior, recently announced 
he had committed to Baylor over Alabama, 
Arkansas, Connecticut, Kansas and 
Oklahoma. 
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Triandos Luke: 


He Hopes To Alleviate Concerns 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior flanker follows line 
of stars from Phenix City 
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hereas a professional athlete may 
have a career of a decade or more, 
in all but a few cases the college 


athlete is on the clock (or, more accurately, 
the calendar), five years in which to play 
four seasons. And as the calendar expires on 
those completing eligibility, the spots are 
filled by those who came in behind them. 
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Triandos Luke enjoyed being teammate to 
Freddie Milons and Jason McAddley and he 
admired the leadership they gave Alabama. 
But now that Milons and McAddley have 
moved on to pro football, Luke is prepared 
to grasp the opportunity. “We'll miss them, 
but now there’s an opportunity for Dre 
(Fulgham) and me,” Luke said. “We've been 
waiting for our chance.” 

Luke, a junior, does have an opportunity to 
move into a prominent role this fall. “Tree,” 
as he is known to his coaches and team- 
mates, did see action in every game last year. 
He caught 15 passes for 152 yards and three 
touchdowns and returned three kickoffs for 
60 yards. But he was clearly behind the likes 
of Milons and McAddley and current seniors 
Antonio Carter and Sam Collins in the play- 
ing rotation. 

“I feel its time for me to come out a little 
more,” Luke said. “A lot of fans probably 
don’t even know my name. I want them to 
know it this year.” 

Going into this season, wide receiver has 
been described as a possible problem area for 
Alabama by those making pre-season predic- 
tions and assessments. Luke and his fellow 
wide receivers have not overlooked that 
slight. “It inspires me for people to think 
wide receiver is a concern,” Luke said. “It 
has made me work hard to get better.” 

Alabama Head Coach Dennis Franchione 
admires Luke's consistency. “He gives us a 
good, consistent performance, day-in and 
day-out,” the coach said. “He doesn’t make 
many mistakes. And he has good hands. I’m 
pleased with him.” 

Alabama's offense has the reputation of a 
ground-oriented attack, and with good rea- 
son. Last year Bama was first in the 
Southeastern Conference and ninth in the 
nation in rushing offense, 10th in the SEC 
and 84th in the nation in passing offense. 
But the Tide does use a lot of receivers, as 
many as four men split wide on some occa- 
sions, three wides frequently. 

Luke said, “This is an attractive offense for 
receivers. Coach Fran is trying to put in a lot 
of passing. He wants to pass the ball. We're 
trying to be half-and-half. But what ever is 
best for the game is what we'll try to do.” 

X (split end) and Z (flanker) are the most 
common wide receiver positions, but H 
(slotback) is a regular Bama feature. And this 
year the A-Back will be another potential 
wide receiver for the Tide. 

Luke can play X, Z and H, but he is usually 
at flanker, which is technically a back. 


Triandos Luke played in every game last season, 
but as a back-up. This year he is being counted 
on to take over performance and leadership 
roles held by former Tiders Freddie Milons and 
Jason McAddley. Triandos looks forward to the 
opportunity. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Milons played flanker last year and had a few 
rushes to go along with his 36 pass recep- 
tions. The 6-0, 193-pound Luke has the 
speed to be a runner. He was timed at 4.46 
seconds in the 40-yard dash last spring. But 
he prefers to use his speed to get behind de- 
fensive backs. “I’m not going to say I’m the 
fastest guy on the team, but | have good 
speed,” Luke said. 

Luke thinks Alabama will have more than 
enough players to man all the wide receiver 
positions. “I think we have at least 10 or 11 
guys who are good enough to play,” he said. 


Ithough Phenix City, Luke’s home- 

town, is in Southeast Alabama, nearer 

to Auburn than Alabama, Triandos 
had a sense of connection with Bama be- 
cause of the success former Phenix City 
Central High players had with the Tide. He 
was aware of Woodrow and Eddie Lowe, 
Jeremiah Castille, and Billy Jackson. 
Woodrow Lowe's son is now a graduate as- 
sistant at Bama and Jeremiah Castille is ad- 
ministrator of Bama’s Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes chapter. 

“I think Phenix City has more Alabama 
fans than Auburn fans,” Luke said. He said 
he was really not a fan of any school, just a 
football fan. “I think I was for the team that 
won each year,” he said of the Alabama- 
Auburn rivalry. (Alabama defeated Auburn, 
28-17, in Auburn Luke’s senior season when 
he was being recruited by both schools.) 

Triandos was considered the top wide receiv- 
er prospect in Alabama his senior season as he 
caught 30 passes for 506 yards and six touch- 
downs in Coach Ron Nelson's wing-T offense. 
He was a prep All-America. For his high 
school career he had 106 catches for 1,713 
yards and 16 touchdowns. Luke also spent 
some time at quarterback and running back 
and spent a little time at safety on defense. 

When he signed with Bama he joined his 
good friend and former high school team- 
mate, Joel Babb, who is a prominent Tide 
walk-on wide receiver. Babb had been Luke's 
back-up at the one wide receiver spot in 
their high school offense. This year Babb’s 
brother, Ryan, is a Tide walk-on running 
back. And Triandos’s brother, Nic, is a fresh- 
man scholarshipped tailback. 

Luke said, “When I came up on my re- 
cruiting visit I really liked it here.” He said 
his friend, Joel Babb, steered him into major 
in marketing, which he also enjoys. 

Triandos said, “It's a good feeling to have a 
younger brother here. I've been through 
some things that he'll be going through, so I 
can give him advice and support. | wish 1 
had had a big brother when I came here.” 

Triandos and Nic are also looking forward 
to having a third brother, Kelcy, next year. 
“We're recruiting him,” Triandos said. “He's 
probably the best athlete of any of us.” Kelcy 
is quarterback at Phenix City Central this 

ear. 
x Triandos is family-oriented. His mother 
died last year (He said he dedicated his first 
touchdown, against Texas-El Paso, to her.) 
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But, he said, “I have a stepmom, so I feel like 
1 have been blessed to have two mothers.” 
He also said he owes a great deal to his fa- 
ther, Bradley Luke, Jr., for his support. 
“Every time I go to practice or suit up for a 
game, I think of all he’s given up for me,” 
Triandos said. 


wo years ago Luke's career got off to a 
tough start when he suffered a broken 
hand. Although he missed the first 
four games, he was pressed into action in 
that 2000 season, playing the final seven 
games and even starting the season finale 
against Auburn. He had just two catches on 
the year. 

“My freshman year was difficult,” Luke 
said. “There was a lot of learning. 1 had to 
learn to read defenses. I know it pretty well 
now, but it’s still confusing because they will 
roll the defense-show zone and play man or 
show man and play zone, and so forth.” 

He said he also had to get used to the 
speed of the college game. “And,” he added, 
“in high school I was the star. It’s not like 
that here. You can’t just show up because ev- 
eryone at this level is a good player. The dif- 
ference is usually the little things and who 
does them right.” 

One area in which Luke hopes to continue 


to contribute is as a kickoff return man. “I 
look forward to that because it's an opportu- 
nity to run in the open field,” he said. But, of 
course, Triandos would be happy if each op- 
ponent had the opportunity to kickoff just 
once a game, either to start the game or start 
the second half. 

Triandos said he doesn’t have specific 
goals, just that he wants to help the team as 
much as possible. His definite team goal is 
for Bama to go undefeated. 

“When the NCAA penalties came out, we 
knew there were going to be some things we 
couldn't do, so we put those things out of 
our minds,” Luke said. “I think the players 
are focused on what we can do.” 

He said he never considered a transfer. “I 
made a commitment here, I’m happy here, 
and school is going well,” he said. “And then 
when they got us the trip to Hawaii, that told 
the players that the coaches are behind us.” 

He added that he enjoyed the experience of 
the Independence Bowl last year. And while 
he said he’s not burning any emotional ener- 
gy worrying about Alabama's appeal of 
NCAA sanctions, Luke said, “I do hope we 
get at least one bowl back so I can go as a se- 
nior. Really, I hope we get both bowls back 
so our seniors this year can go in their final 
year.” 
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Brooks Daniel 


Deciding 
For Tide 
Was Easy 


by J.E. Lisby 


Junior linebacker rebuffed 
teams seeking transfer 
after NCAA sanctions 


lack Friday, that brutal day last winter 

when the NCAA blindsided Alabama 

football with crippling sanctions, 
brought punishment hurting innocent athletes 
more than any of the accused. Like the rest of 
Bama’s players, Brooks Daniels took the news 
hard. But Daniels wanted to put it behind him 
and move on. The problem: college coaches 
from rival schools wouldn't leave him alone. 

Representatives from several schools, bot- 
tom-feeders attempting to take advantage of 
Alabama's plight, contacted Daniels. The Tide 
player said Florida State, Central Florida, 
Clemson and Georgia were among those call- 
ing assuming he would be interested in a 
transfer. 

With most top-level athletes, the recruiting 
process is a two-edged sword. For a high 
school teenager, the adulation and attention 
are fun for a time, but the incessant phone 
calls from coaches seeking commitment be- 
come tiring. Every major program in the 
Southeast recruited Daniels the first time 
around, and he struggled with the decision on 
a daily basis before Alabama's storied history 
and unmatched fan support convinced him to 
sign with the Crimson Tide. 

This time around his decision came quicker 
and easier. “Other schools were calling me, be- 
cause when the sanctions hit, they assumed 
that I wanted to leave,” Daniels said. “I told 
them I didn’t want to go anywhere else, that 
I'm happy at Alabama.” 

Daniels is a junior, and if the sanctions hold 
on appeal last December's Independence Bowl 
victory over Iowa State will be the final bowl 
game of his career. Outsiders might assume 
that prohibition alone would be more than 
enough to prompt a Florida native like Daniels 
to reconsider his commitment to Alabama. 


Brooks Daniels (18) started every game for 
Alabama as a sophomore last season and turned 
in 102 tackles, second only to Woodrow Lowe 
in Bama history for a sophomore. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Junior linebacker Brooks Daniels has great respect for his coaches and considers the Crimson Tide to 
be as much a family as a team. That made it easy for him to decide to stay at Alabama despite NCAA 


sanctions. 


They would assume wrong. 

Daniels said, “I decided I wasn’t going any- 
where. I'm staying here with my teammates. I 
started my first college game at Alabama with 
Coach Fran (Tide Head Coach Dennis 
Franchione), and I’m going to play my last col- 
lege game for Coach Fran.” 

Other schools may not be saddled with pro- 
bation, but in Franchione and Linebackers 
Coach Carl Torbush, Daniels had more than 
enough reasons to stay. “You don’t build a rela- 
tionship with your coaches—with your head 
coach and with Coach Torbush—and just walk 
away. Why go build other relationships with 
another coach, when you already have one? 
You already have family here, so why go some- 
where else and start over?” 

As a high school senior trying to decide 
which university to attend, Daniels was look- 
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ing for a tradition-rich program with a proven 
history for winning championships. But this 
time around his decision for Alabama was 
based on much more personal criteria. “It was 
my coaches and my teammates,” he said. “I 
have bonded with the other fellows. I’m close 
to my teammates now, and Coach Fran and 
Coach Torbush are just like fathers away from 
home. You've already built that relationship 
with them, so why break it? Why try to build 
something with somebody else when you al- 
ready have a great relationship with the coach- 
es here?” 

Of course Daniels wasn’t the only Alabama 
player to be re-recruited following Black 
Friday. In fact rival coaches hoping to entice 
them away from Tuscaloosa contacted numer- 
ous Tide players. But Daniels and his team- 
mates stood firm. “We just decided that we 
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started our careers at Alabama, so why not just 
finish them here? We'll still line up and play 
every Saturday. The NCAA didn’t stop that. 
And after all, it’s still Alabama.” 


or Tide fans hoping for improvement on 
defense, Daniels’ decision to remain at 


Alabama was welcomed news. The sec- 
ond-leading tackler on last year’s team, the 
pride of Jasper, Florida, is expected to be a de- 
fensive leader this season. “I think he’s ready 
for the role,” Torbush said. “He started every 
game last year and he’s a junior. He has a 
tremendous amount of self-pride, and he’s 
heard time and again that the linebacking crew 
is not going to be as good now that Saleem 
(Rasheed) is gone. Knowing how competitive 
he is, he’s going to work hard to prove every- 
body wrong.” 

Daniels agrees. “I have to be more of a leader 
than I was last year,” he said. “This is my sec- 
ond season. I started every game last year. I'm 
more experienced. I have to be more of a lead- 
er making plays and giving advice to young 
players. Of course being a leader is not just 
about running your mouth. It’s about going 
and doing your job. Because Saleem is gone, 
somebody else is going to have to step up and 
do it.” 

Rasheed and Daniels achieved a rare 
Crimson double last season. Each finished the 
season with 100-plus tackles, marking the first 
time that had been accomplished since 1978 
when Marty Lyons and Barry Krauss turned 
the trick. And Daniels’ 102 tackles were the 
most by a Tide sophomore linebacker since 
Woodrow Lowe totaled a school-record 134 in 
1973. 

Torbush talked about Daniels’ talent. “Brooks 
is good enough to warrant All-SEC honors if 
we have a good season as a team, if we have a 
great season defensively, and if he stays 
healthy. The thing that sets Brooks apart is that 
he loves the game. There's no doubt that he 
truly enjoys playing, and 1 think he very much 
enjoys contact. He's a guy who will mix it up 
play after play physically. 1 don’t care how big 
you are, he'll step right in there and jump right 
in your face. He’ got great athletic skills.” 

Signing with Alabama before the 2000 sea- 
son, Daniels was recruited by Jeff Rouzie from 
the previous staff. Daniels had great admira- 
tion for Rouzie, who was Bama’s linebackers 
coach under Mike DuBose, and Daniels was 
disappointed when Rouzie left. But Daniels 
was pleased to learn that Carl Torbush would 
be coaching linebackers under Franchione. “I 
knew Coach Torbush’s reputation for coaching 
linebackers,” Daniels said. “I was aware of it 
because I used to watch North Carolina and 
Florida State on television. They always had 
their battles, and Coach Torbush always had 
his great defense. He's sent a lot of guys to ‘The 
League.’ He knows what he is doing.” 


he respect between player and coach is 
evident, but it wasn’t always that way. 


Daniels likes to remind Torbush of his 
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reaction when the two first met. “The first day I 
walked in and talked to him, he thought I was a 
walk-on, because I was so skinny,” Daniels said 
with a laugh. “Are you on scholarship? Did you 
play as a freshman?’ I told him 1 played a lot as 
a freshman.” 

The veteran coach can be forgiven his initial 
reaction, because Daniels is undersized com- 
pared to average SEC linebackers. Listed at 205 
on the team roster, at times last season Daniels’ 
weight dipped below the 200 mark. “He's not 
slightly undersized, he’s way undersized for a 
linebacker,” Torbush said. “I'd like him to play 
at about 215 to 218, but he does not gain 
weight like we'd like him to.” 

“The coaches get after me, wanting me to eat 
four and five meals a day,” Daniels said smiling. 
“But Coach (Torbush) can’t give me too hard a 
time for being small. I'm bigger than him, and 
he was a linebacker. I think he looks at me as 
being himself, because he was an undersized 
linebacker playing the position, and I’m the 
same way. When he finally saw me at practice, 
he put me out there starting from the very be- 
ginning.” 

Lightweight or not, Daniels started every 
game for Torbush and the Tide in 2001, turning 
in double-figure tackle games six times. The last 
half of the season he averaged 11.5 stops per 
contest. How did he do it? “I use my speed,” 
Daniels said. “You have to out-think your oppo- 
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nent. At my size I can’t let the big guys put a 
hand on me. But when they do I have to be 
strong enough to get away. It's working hard in 
the weight room and using my God-given abili- 
ties and speed.” 

Recognizing those talents, Torbush slotted 
Daniels at the crucial rover position. Equal parts 
linebacker, safety and defensive end, the posi- 
tion requires a combination of athletic ability. “I 
love rover; it'S a great position,” Daniels said. 
“On any given play you might be doing one of 
three or four different things. You'll be on the 
line at one point, rushing the passer. Then later 
you'll be backed up guarding a receiver. Then 
you'll be at linebacker. Its fun, because you're 
actually playing mental games with the offense. 
But you've got to have a lot of athleticism to do 
everything. Coach Torbush saw that in me and 
he put me there.” 

For the past two seasons, Saleem Rasheed 
(currently a San Francisco 49er) took up most 
of the linebacker spotlight at Alabama. But 
Torbush believes Daniels can be just as good. 
“He's got a chance to be an outstanding player,” 
Torbush said. “What impressed me more than 
anything is I did not know that he could go a 
full season at his size without getting hurt. He's 
a tough guy. He's a very smart football player. 
He’s got phenomenal leverage and is a big-time 
hitter. There are a lot of athletes who look good 
in shorts, but when you put the pads on things 


VALANCE 


www.BamaMag.com 


“Jersey mesh fabric, with logo” 
B8"X14"...cseee $29.99 


a 


don't look quite the same. Brooks is very fluid 
in his pads. He doesn't slow down a bit.” 

Along with Daniels, Alabama returns eight 
starters from last year’s defense. But because 
of probation and other factors, the Tide isn’t 
getting much respect in pre-season polls. “I 
think definitely we can sneak up on a onle® 
Daniels said. “They're really not giving us re- 
spect. We've got everybody coming back, and 
even with the players we lost we know we 
have great athletes to fill their role. We're 
going to be really good.” 

Probation carries with it problems. No one 
should deny that hard fact. But by sticking with 
the Tide during bad times, Daniels and his 
teammates have an opportunity to write their 
own chapter in Alabama history. He said, 
“Coach Fran says it all the time. “This is a spe- 
cial Alabama group.’ He says it so much, that 
we believe it. I believe it. I know it. The head 
coach and everybody on the whole coaching 
staff is saying we're going to be special. They're 
molding is to believe that.” 

In fact, Daniels is adamant in his belief that 
the NCAA sanctions will only provide addition- 
al motivation for the season. “We have a lot to 
prove, and we still have a lot to play for,” he 
said. “We still can win the West. We still can 
win the national championship. Don’t worry 
about us. We're going to go out there every 
Saturday and strap it up and play.” 
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Soccer Outlook: 


— — 


Tide Aims For National Spotlight 


by Drew Champlin 


Good spring season adds 
to reasons for optimism 
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labama Soccer Coach Don Staley has a 
Av to be optimistic heading into fall 

ompetition. After all, Bama had a win- 
ning season last year, followed by the best 
spring season in Crimson Tide soccer history. 
However, Staley has been around awhile, in- 
cluding entering his ninth year at Alabama this 
season, so he knows he can't get too excited yet. 
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“I'm encouraged with the spring we had,” 
Staley said. “But we have to keep in mind that 
its the spring; its not the same as playing in 
front of a hostile crowd in the SEC. Those 
games count in the fall. They didn’t in the 
spring. But it’s a stepping stone on the road to 
getting back.” 

“Back” for Bama is into the national spot- 
light. Four of the Staley’s first five years were 
winning seasons, with Southeastern Confer- 
ence Western Division championships in 
1995, 1997, and 1998. Staley was named SEC 
Coach of the Year in 1994 and 1998, and the 
team was rewarded with an appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament in 1998. 

Since then, Alabama soccer has been down. 
After back-to-back seasons with records of 6- 
14, the Tide rebounded to finish 10-7-1 in 
2001, but failed to qualify for the conference 
tournament for the third straight year. 

For the first time in Staley’s tenure, not a 
player on this team has played beyond regu- 
lar season. Three seniors—defensivemen Kim 
Zarzour, Missy Keller, and Michele Evans— 
have endured this trend their entire college 
careers. A fourth, senior, goalie Courtney 
Rogers, joined the team last year as a junior 
college transfer. 

“They are so deserving of a great year,” 
Staley said. “They came in expecting to go to 
nationals (the NCAA Tournament) for four 
years. We had gone to nationals in '98, and 
they came in 99. Then 1999 and 2000 were 
losing seasons. That was a hard pill to swal- 
low. It's a far cry from what they hoped for.” 

In the late 1990s, the term “Goalkeeper U” 
was applied to Alabama soccer, which had pro- 
duced the likes of Amy Pseja, Carrie Warner, 
and Rachel Brown, all of whom were All-SEC. 
Rogers turned in a solid season last year, but is 
locked in a battle with Laura Lowman, who 
redshirted last year as a freshman. 

“It could be a real battle,” Staley said. 
“Redshirting is a good thing, and Laura 
Lowman is a recipient of redshirting. She has 
diligence in the conditioning department, re- 
ally dedicating herself to be stronger, better, 
faster. We're now allowed to play redshirts in 
spring, which gave her a great deal of under- 
standing of what it’s going to take to compete 
at this level. Courtney Rogers is a prototypical 
shot blocker, tough as nails, with safe hands.” 

After an overtime loss to Auburn to end the 
2001 season, Staley said that one thing the 
Tide needed was a bona fide scorer. Last year’s 
leading scorer, Danielle Watson, graduated. 

Staley said, “Dawn Nash emerged as that 
goal scorer in the spring. I don’t necessarily 
think we have that one person who you can 
look to as your ‘go-to’ person, but in the 


Kim Zarzour was a co-captain and leader of the 
defense for the 2001 Alabama soccer team and 
is back to be a mainstay of what is expected to 
be an improved Crimson Tide this season. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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spring, Nash was. I'm hoping in the next couple 
of years she emerges as that goal-scoring 
threat.” 

Nash, a junior, scored only one goal last sea- 
son as a reserve. Staley will also count on Katie 
French, a sophomore who was second on the 
team last season with eight goals. Junior Katie 
Holtzapfel, who scored six goals last season, 
also returns. Melissa Montgomery, a 5-10 junior 
with the hardest shot and longest throw-in on 
the team, will add valuable depth to this posi- 
tion, as will junior Elizabeth Jannik. Staley will 
also count on Zarzour to provide some scoring 
punch from her defensive position, as she 
scored six goals, including the game winner 
against Wyoming, a kick from 40 yards away 
that was her first career goal. Sophomore Katie 
Nirider and junior Rebecca Baker will also be 
counted on to provide some scoring punch, 
goals and/or assists. Sophomores Jeanette 
Browning and Courtney McCotter played spar- 
ingly last season as freshmen, but should get 
chances to contribute this year. 


eller and Zarzour are the leaders of the 
Kees As co-captains last year with 

wo departed seniors, the two held the 
defense together, as it allowed only 28 goals. 
The two will combine with sophomore Jiselle 
Decker to lead the defense this year. 

“T like our defense,” Staley said. “With Keller 
in the back, Zarzour, Decker—that’s a formidable 
back three. You have size, heart, and tenacity. I 
think we're very safe in the back.” 

Junior Lauren Imwalle, who has started 
nearly every game in her Tide career, will 
help them in the middle. Staley said that 
Evans will play somewhere, most likely on 
defense. Kristin McRee and Caroline Bolz, 
also juniors, have seen significant playing 
time in their first two years, and will provide 
depth. Staley said that a few freshmen also 
could be on defense. 


mong the ten newcomers, Staley said 

that two will likely start in the opening 

game, and as many as four could crack 
the starting lineup during the season. 

“The first name that stands out is Cally 
Morrill,” Staley said. “She brings skill and abil- 
ity to read the game. Also, Kylie Boyd and 
Leigh Alexander will help us. There are a cou- 
ple of sleepers in there, like Allison Delisle and 
Sara Haight. You might see some redshirted. 
It's a nice base to work from. | like the kids we 
have coming in.” 

Morrill, Boyd, and Alexander will provide scor- 
ing punch. Boyd is the sister of former Alabama 
baseball player Brent Boyd. Delisle, Haight and 
Lindsay Caton will help out on the defensive side. 
Jessica Joyner, daughter of former major league 
baseball player Wally Joyner, and Courtney 
Coclzill will play midfielder, while Libby Probst 
and Christel Osberry will play forward. 


T=: class of newcomers, along with the 
sophomore class, will play in the new 
soccer stadium, which should be ready 
by the 2004 season. Some of the amenities 


are already in place, including a new score- 
board. More should be there for the 2003 sea- 
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son, including a new kickboard. The stadium 
will be built at the current location, which is 
near the student recreation center. Staley is 
excited at the opportunities that having a 
new stadium will bring. 

“The scoreboard and the new kickboard are 
significant,” Staley said. “Kids come up and 
see, ‘Hey they are making efforts.’ The archi- 
tects are coming up with different designs. I'm 
excited, and I know the girls are too.” 

The schedule this year will feature more 
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formidable opponents than last year. Among 
the highlights is a road trip to William & 
Mary, a team that was ranked last year. In- 
state rivals South Alabama and UAB also are 
included in the non-conference schedule. 

“It's a tougher schedule than last year,” 
Staley said. “Every non-conference game with 
exception of one looks to be a toss-up. In the 
SEC, we beat each other up. I'm excited 
about the schedule, I think its significantly 
stronger than last year.” 
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Volleyball Outlook: 


Bama Expects Continued Success 


by Tyler Christian 


Pieces in place for Tide 
to have another big year 


labama volleyball has been on a roll. 

The Crimson Tide has had three con- 

ecutive winning seasons, including 
back-to-back 20-plus win campaigns. And 
Coach Judy Green, beginning her seventh 
season, believes the 2002 Bama squad ap- 
pears to have all the pieces in place for even 
greater success. 

One strength is experience as all seven 
starters from last year return-the third time in 
four years that has been the case. Additionally, 
the 2001 freshmen were utilized on a regular 
basis. Green said, “The opportunity for them 
to see first hand the level of play in college was 
the best teacher. They are coming into this sea- 
son with more awareness and with their eyes 
wide open for what to expect. Last season also 
gave some of the upperclassmen the chance to 
move into new roles and develop a comfort 
level in those positions. Another positive 
about our experience is that it gives us good 
solid leadership from players.” 

Last year Alabama was second in the 
Southeastern Conference in service aces, in- 
cluding three returning players who were list- 
ed among the Top 10 individually in aces. 
That aggressiveness from the service line en- 
abled the Tide’s defensive front to improve. 

“We were a very good serving team last 
year and we definitely want to continue that 
this year,” Green said. “Developing an even 
more aggressive service game was one of our 
main focuses in the spring. We now have at 
least four players who jump serve on a con- 
sistent basis which is a tremendous weapon 
to have. With the type of game being played 
at the college level, being able to score easy 
points with the serve is a nice luxury. In addi- 
tion, even if we don’t record an ace with a 
serve, just serving tough can force an oppo- 
nent into a limited offensive set and that’s to 
our advantage too.” 

Another trademark for the Tide over the 
past few seasons has been the ability of the 
offense to finish a point. To that end, 
Alabama welcomes back a pair of players 
ranked among the SEC's best a year ago. 

“This team is very solid and deep on the 
outside,” said Green. “There is no question 
that our hitters have shown the ability to 
bring the heat. We need to continue to prove 
that we are not a one-dimensional team.” 

Another attribute for this year’s Crimson 
Tide, Green said, “is their grittiness. They are 
a very mentally tough and competitive group, 
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Shelly Adamcik (left), a middle blocker, and Bridget Studnicka, a setter, are returning senior stars for 


Bama’s volleyball team. 


. 


individually and collectively.” 

While the Tide seems to have things in 
order for another successful season, there are 
still a few question marks heading into the 
2002 campaign. 

Green said, “Staying healthy will be im- 
portant, especially in the middle where we 
have talent and experience but very little 
depth. We will also need to continue im- 
proving consistency in the areas of ball-con- 
trol and passing. | have always believed that 
the top teams get to that point because of 
their defense and passing.” 

Here's a look at the 2002 Tide by position: 


imilar to the quarterback in football, the 
setter in volleyball is at the center of ev- 
erything offensively. That bodes well for 
the Tide this season as senior starter Bridget 
Studnicka and sophomore Kenna Milner both 
return. 
Studnicka, who ranks fourth all-time at 
Alabama in assists despite splitting time at 
setter her first two seasons, is an experienced 
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veteran who brings a strong offensive ap- 
proach to the team. As a taller setter (5-11), 
she provides an added defensive dimension 
on the front row. 

Milner, who spent most of her time last sea- 
son as the defensive specialist, is a talented 
player with a wealth of talent. She is extreme- 
ly competitive and has excellent knowledge 
of the game. 

“It is good to have a pair of competitive set- 
ters,” said Green. “Bridget is truly a leader for 
this team on and off the court. She has learned 
how to motivate each of her teammates and 
her game strategy knowledge has improved 
dramatically. Bridget is an offensive threat 
who we hope to utilize more this year. Kenna 
makes things happen. She plays all out. 1 
sense a renewed commitment to volleyball in 
her and I feel that she’s going to challenge for 
the setting position on a daily basis.” 


were All-SEC last season and return to 
the outside hitter position this year. 


Be: Jennifer Bibber and Erin Heffner 
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Erin Price, the only player to play and start in 
every game of every match last season, also 
returns with her sights set on joining her hit- 
ting partners as one of the league's elite at- 
tackers. 

Green has nicknamed this group “The 
Bomb Squad.” The coach said, “From pin-to- 
pin I feel like this group is as good as any- 
body. Each has the ability to terminate a 
point with one swing. 

Green said, “Jennifer Bibber comes into the 
season in the best physical shape of her ca- 
reer. She has a strong arm but she needs to 
diversify her shot selection this year to take 
the next step. Bibber will be a key component 
in our back-row offensive plans. 

“Erin Heffner is one of the cores of our 
team. She has improved every aspect of her 
game and she was already one of our best all- 
around players. I think ‘Heff’ is a huge factor 
in how successful this team will be. 

“Erin Price is exuding a higher level of 
confidence than at any other time in her ca- 
reer. She is solid in her fundamentals, abili- 
ties and game knowledge. She is primed to 
have a great year.” 

A pair of newcomers also have plans for 
playing time on the outside as junior college 
standout Denée Ezerins and freshman Kelley 
Potter join sophomore Kory Tull on the list of 
outside hitter candidates for Alabama. 

“Denée comes into this program knowing 
one speed only—hard,” said Green. “She 
brings a winning attitude having been a suc- 
cess at every stop along her career. Her 
wealth of experience and highly competitive 
nature are going to make it hard to keep her 
off the court. Kelley is one terrific athlete. She 
needs some time to make the transition from 
high school to college volleyball but she can 
develop into a tremendous player for us. 

“Kory brings a different style of outside hit- 
ter to the mix,” added Green. “She is more of 
a smaller, quicker swing style attacker. Along 


a i 


eS Sy er a 


2514 University Blvd. © Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 


. 205-752-6222 © 800-579-TIDE 


> Alabama resi- 

dents must 
add 

9% sales 


Size: 13-1/2" x 39”; Regular Edition: $35.00, S&H $8.00; Framed Edition: $179.95, S&H $20.00 


ae 


SEPTEMBER 2002/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


* 


with being a good hitter she is also our most 
instinctive blocker and one of the team’s best 
passers. She is a player we can utilize at a va- 
riety of positions.” 


he group of middle blockers features 

[ good experience and strong talent with 

senior Shelly Adamcik and sophomore 

Julie Farley both returning starters. Adamcik, 

the only three-year starter on the squad, is al- 

ready the career leader in block assists at 

Alabama and is on pace to own every Bama 

blocking record. Farley, who garnered the 

team’s Most Improved award last year, returns 
following an impressive rookie debut. 

Green said, “Shelly is a very determined 
competitor. I look for her to have a great se- 
nior season. The key for her to be most suc- 
cessful will be her ability to stay focused and 
consistent. 

“Julie Farley is improved from last year. She 
is now a solid offensive presence in the mid- 
dle and is playing with a great deal of confi- 
dence. Julie has gotten stronger and quicker 
over the summer and the playing experience 
she got last season was the best thing that 
could have happened for her.” 

The duo will need to stay healthy for the 
Tide as depth is an issue with redshirt fresh- 
man Jennifer Cusimano, the only other mid- 
dle on the roster, set to spend her second 
straight season on the sideline after re-injur- 
ing her knee during a summer pick-up game. 
Cusimano suffered a season-ending knee in- 
jury in the opening match last season. 


his year college volleyball has a new 

| position, the livero. A defensive posi- 
tion that has been used in international 

play for several years, the libero is a perma- 
nent back row player who is prohibited from 
serving or attacking a ball above the top of 
the net. The libero also wears a different color 
jersey from her teammates to make the dis- 
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tinction for the officials easier. The defensive 
specialist is a player who possesses strength 
in a particular area of defense like blocking, 
digging or serve receiving. 

In addition to Milner and Tull, walk-on Mary 
Beth Moore fits into the mix for this role. 

“We definitely plan to utilize the libero po- 
sition,” said Green. “Kory and Kenna are 
both very qualified to play that role. Kory’s 
strong serving skills sort of point her towards 
the specialist role but 1 would feel confident 
playing either of these two players in that po- 
sition. 

“Our plan is to redshirt Mary Beth this year 
to give her the opportunity to work on her 
ball-handling and serving. She is the perfect 
walk-on for this program because she has a 
total love for The University of Alabama and 
she is a great athlete with a willingness to 
learn and get better.” 

With an annual goal of winning champi- 
onships and participating in the NCAA 
Tournament, the Crimson Tide’s 2002 sched- 
ule provides the squad with challenges and 
opportunities. Alabama will square off against 
teams from most of the top volleyball confer- 
ences in the country in addition to playing its 
slate of always-competitive SEC matches. 
One of the season's highlights will be partici- 
pating in a tournament in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
with a field that includes perennial final four 
participant Nebraska. 

Of Bama’s 26 opponents, 16 had winning 
records a year ago including eight with 20 or 
more wins. Five teams captured their confer- 
ence championships. Eight teams on the Tide's 
schedule made the NCAA tournament field. 

“We needed to step up the level of our 
schedule,” said Green. “The matches we have 
against NCAA Tournament-experienced 
squads are great opportunities for us. The 
schedule affords us chances to get some of 
those quality wins that the NCAA 
Tournament committee is looking for.” 


ine etc 


digallery@mindspring.com | 
www.thedowntowngallery.com J 


Place your | 
order for the 

NEW Daniel 4 
Moore print 

TODAY! ‘a 


Cross Country Outlook: 
| 22 ee SSS eS SSS eee 


Youth Movement Should Give Aid 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Men’s and women’s teams 
also feature senior stars 


oth the men and women’s cross coun- 
B: teams should see improvement 

this fall due to an influx of freshman 
talent and the return to health of some key 
veterans, 

For third year Men's Cross Country Coach 
Joe Walker, the key to this past summer's 
training regime, at least for his top two re- 
turnees, was less mileage, not more. 

The senior Kenyan duo of David Kimani 
and Peter Kiprono were both hobbled by in- 
juries last season, though both made it 
through the indoor and outdoor track and 
field seasons. This summer, Walker pre- 
scribed rest for Kimani’s Achilles and the 
stress fracture in Kiprono’s back. 

And if they are healthy, Alabama is set for 
another good year in cross country. Kimani 
has been a force to reckon with since his 
rookie season when he won the NCAA cross 
country title. As a sophomore, running in 
the bitter cold of Ames, Lowa, the lanky 
Kenyan finished fourth nationally. 

Last year a sprained Achilles kept him 
from finishing the national championship 
race, but a healthy Kimani is a strong fa- 
yorite to win, which would be his seventh 
career NCAA title. In addition to his 2000 
cross country crown, Kimani has won five 
NCAA championships on the track, includ- 
ing last year’s 5K race. 

“We were really conservative this summer 
with David's training,” Walker said. “He ran 
three races early in the summer and then 
took a whole month off, He will likely sit 
out the first two meets and then we'll get 
him in the mix for the end of the season. 
With Peter we were more concerned with 
his back healing. Both those guys needed 
rest more than mileage.” 

The make up of this year’s team is heavy in 
seniors and freshmen with just one sopho- 
more representing the middle classes. Senior 
Todd Fayant should reprise his role in the 
Tide's top-5. 

The rookie duo of Peter Etoot from Kenya 
and Tyler Stanfield should fill out the Tide's 
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David Kimani, a former NCAA cross country 
champion, will be among the favorites to win 
this year’s individual championship, 

University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


top-five. Etoot has the potential to step in 
for the departed Japeth Koech, an All-SEC 
runner who was number three for the Tide 
last year and who was at his best come 
championship season. 

Also returning this season will be senior 
Ryan Kyranakis and the Tide’s lone sopho- 
more Kevin McDonough, Joseph Herring, a 
regular in Alabama's top five last year, will 
likely redshirt this season, finishing out his 
eligibility in the fall of 2003. 

Joining Etoot and Stanfield in the fresh- 
man class will be Nathan Putnam and Aaron 
Norton, 

“I'd like to have more balance in the class- 
es,” Walker said. “The way it's set up now, 
we have to have some of the freshmen come 
in and make an impact. Of course, we've re- 
cruited some athletes that can do that, so we 
should be in pretty good shape.” 

Alabama's men come into 2002 alter a sec- 
ond place SEC finish, an NCAA South 
Regional title and a 29th place Kimani-less 
finish at the NCAA Championships. Walker 
sees his crew returning to the national top 
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25 and battling Arkansas in Southeastern 
Conference competition. 

“We have a chance to be pretty good,” 
Walker said, “A lot of it depends on getting 
and staying healthy, but that’s the same for 
everyone. On a conference level, we'll get to 
see Arkansas several times during the regu- 
lar season, which will give us a boost going 
into the end of the year.” 


or Head Women’s Cross Country 
Fes Steve Keith, his second year 

with the Crimson Tide is bound to go 
smoother than his first. There was the usual 
learning curve that comes with taking over a 
program. But Keith also saw his first season 
interrupted by the events of September 11th 
which caused the cancellation of the Tide's 
home meet, the Crimson Classic. Later in 
the season, the results of a meet in 
Birmingham were thrown out because a 
poorly marked course caused all but three 
participants to run the wrong route. 

Keith, due to injuries and attrition, was 
also dealing with a very small squad, a prob- 
lem he won't have this season with 11 ath- 
letes on the roster. 

“We'll run as many athletes as we can in 
the early season meets, before we pare il 
down to the top seven or so,” Keith said. 
“Everyone will have a chance to show what 
she can do before we hit the championship 
season.” 

This year promises to be smoother and 
more productive. For one thing, All-SEC 
distance ace Ashley LaBudde returns to the 
lineup after redshirting last year’s cross 
country season. The senior returns this sea- 
son as the veteran of a young squad. 

“We're going to ease Ashley back into 
competition,” Keith said, “She may not race 
for the first meet or two and then we'll see 
where we are. If she’s healthy, she has 
proven to be one of the conference's best.” 

Junior Virnetta Greene had a breakthrough 
season in 2001, leading the Tide for much of 
the year. Greene continued to improve 
through the indoor and outdoor track and 
field seasons and should continue to flour- 
ish after a good summer of training. 

“Virnetta had a great track season, staying 
healthy and making some real strides,” 
Keith said. “This summer she did all her 
mileage and comes out of the summer feel- 
ing really strong.” 

Alabama also returns senior Katie Kelly 
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and junior Kara Nowak, who should pro- 
vide depth as well as leadership for a squad 
that counts more than half its roster in the 
freshman (five) and sophomore (two) class. 

The sophomore duo of Ashley Roberts and 
Tricia Bohan have a chance to contribute 
this year after strong off-seasons. 

“Both Ashley and Tricia had a good sum- 
mer of training,” Keith said. “I was very 
happy with the mileage they put in. For 
Tricia last season in particular was a transi- 
tion year, and | think she'll be in a much 
better position this year.” 

Keith added five freshmen to the Tide's 
lineup, bolstering not just the Tide's num- 
bers, but its talent level as well. Jaclyn Louis 
led her high school team to the Ohio large 
schoo! state championship in cross country 
and a number 11 national ranking. Blair 
Davis led Mountain Brook High School to 
the State 6A Championship while Emily 
Green led Scottsboro High School to the 
State 5A Championship. 

“We've brought in a freshman class that 
has a championship pedigree and comes to 
us with championship expectations,” Keith 
said, 

Freshmen Meghan Bates, Davis and Green 
come to the Tide with a lot of ability. The 
key for all three this season will be develop- 
ment. And while Keith has brought in a 
number of athletes more geared to compet- 
ing in the 800-meter during the track sea- 
sons than cross country, Louis bucks the 
trend, 

“Jaclyn has a pretty good cross country 
reputation,” Keith said, “In truth, her back- 
ground is geared more to cross country than 
track and field. 

Freshman Nicole Abram, has a tremen- 
dous upside and could be in the Tide’s top 
five by championship season, 

“For Nicole, the key is going to be how 
quickly she can make the transition,” Keith 
said. “If things go well, | think she can really 
help us by the end of the year." 

“There is a lot of potential on this squad, 
among the freshmen,” Keith said. “Its going 
to be interesting to see how they all adapt to 
the college environment,” 

Both the men and the women will start 
the season at the Belmont [nvitational 
September 6 in Nashville, Tenn. and then 
come back on September 20 for the 
Crimson Classic, which will be held on the 
Harry Pritchett Golf Course. The SEC 
Championships are November 4 in 
Gainesville, while the NCAA South Regional 
will be held in Knoxville on November 16 
and the NCAA Championship will be held 
November 25 in Terre Haute, Indiana. 
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Date 

August 31 
September 7 
September 14 
September 21 


Opponent 


Oklahoma 
North Texas 
Southern Miss 


Volleyball 


Date Opponent Time 
Indiana Invitational 

Aug. 30 Marshall 5:00 

Aug. 31 Florida State 10;00 

Aug. 31 Tllinois State 7:00 

Sept.3 @UAB 7:30 


Crimson Tide Invitational 


Sept.6 West Virginia 1;00 
Sept. 7 McNeese State 1:00 
Sept. 7 Missouri 7:30 
Nebraska Invitational 
Sept. 13 Micigan 5:00 
Sept. 14 Nebraska 10;00 
Sept. 14 Santa Clara 7:00 
Sept. 18 Jacksonville State 7:00 
Georgia Tech Invitational 
Sept. 20 Cornell 1:00 
Sept. 20 Georgia Tech 7:00 
Sept. 21 Florida International 3:00 
Sept, 27 @ Kentucky 7:00 
Sept.29  @South Carolina = 1:30 
Oct.4 @Ole Miss 6:00 
Oct.6 @ Mississippi State 1:30 
Oct. 11 LSU 7:00 
Oct. 13 Arkansas (Fox SS TV) 2:30 
Oct, 18 South Carolina 7:00 
Oct.20 Kentucky 1:30 
Oct, 22 @ Auburn 7:00 
Oct. 25 @ Tennessee 7:00 
Oct. 29 Georgia State 7:00 
Nov. 1 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Nov. 3 @LSU 1:30 
Nov.8 Florida 6:30 
Nov. 10 Georgia 1:30 
Nov.13 9 Auburn 7:00 
Nov. 17 Mississippi State 1:30 
Nov. 22- SEC Championships TBA 
Nov. 24 @ Fayetteville 
Noy. 30 @ Wake Forest 2:00 
Dec. 5- NCAA First & Second 
Dec.8 Rounds @ TBA campus 
Dec. 12- NCAA Regionals 
Dec. 15 @TBA campus 
Dec, 19-21 NCAA Finals 
@ New Orleans 
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Middle Tennessee State 


2002 Alabama Football Schedule 


September 28 — Arkansas 
October 5 Georgia 
October 19 Mississippi (Homecoming) 
October 26 ~~‘ Tennessee 
November 2 Vanderbilt 
November 9 Mississippi State 
November 16 LSU 
November 23. Auburn 
November 30 — Hawaii 


*Time/TV Site 
11:30/J-P Birmingham 
2:30/ABC Norman 


6;00/Pay-Per-View Tuscaloosa 


6:00/ESPN2 Tuscaloosa 
TBA Fayetteville 
TBA Tuscaloosa 
TBA Tuscaloosa 
2;30/CBS Knoxville 
TBA Nashville 
TBA Tuscaloosa 
TBA Baton Rouge 
2:30/CBS Tuscaloosa 
7:00/ESPN Honolulu 


*Central time and subject to change. Times for remaining games will be an- 
nounced following 12-day advance selection by TV 


Soccer 


Date Opponent Time 
Aug, 24 Alumnae (Exh.) 7:00 
Aug. 30 @ Tulane 7:00 

Sept. | Louisiana-Monroe 1:00 
Sept.6 UT-Chattanooga 7:00 
Sept.8 @ William & Mary 2:00 
Sept. 13. @South Alabama — 7:00 
Sept. 15 MTSU 1:00 
Sept. 20 UAB 7:00 
Sept. 22 Jackson State 1:00 
Sept. 27 Rice 7:00 
Sept. 29 @ Wofford 2:00 
Oct,4 @ Georgia 7:00 
Oct.6 @ Tennessee 2:00 
Oct. 11 Ole Miss 7:00 
Oct. 13 Mississippi State 1:00 
Oct. 18 @LSU 7:00 
Oct.20 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Oct. 25 Florida (Fox SS TV) 6:30 
Oct. 27 South Carolina 1:00 
Noyv.1 @Auburn 7:30 


Nov. 3 


@ Tennessee-Martin 1:00 


Cross Country 


Date Meet 
Sept.6 Belmont Opener 
@ Nashville 
Sept. 20 Crimson Classic 
Oct. 5 @ Indiana State Invite (M) 
@ Terre Haute 
Oct. 5 @ Clemson Invite (W) 
Oct. 19 Chile Pepper 


@ Fayetteville 


Nov. 4+ SEC Championships 
@ Gainesville 
Nov. 16 NCAA South Regionals 
@ Knoxville 
Nov. 25. NCAA Championships 


@ Terre Haute, Ind. 
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A Big Year For Big Men In Alabama 


by Freddie Kirby 


State has abundance of 
prep linemen, linebackers 


istorically, skill position football 
Heese: are more abundant than 

lineman and linebacker prospects in 
Alabama high schools. A look at the top 30 
players in Alabama this year (as determined 
by Pigskin Preps and ‘Bama) shows this nor- 
mal situation to be the case again going to 
the February 5, 2003, football signing date. 
Only three of the top ten, eight of the top 
20, and 12 of the top 30 are the big men. 
However, this year there is an abundance of 
offensive and defensive linemen, lineback- 
ers, and even a handful of tight ends, and 
the ratio of big men to skill position players 
is close to even among the top 60 prep 
prospects in Alabama this year. 

Skill position players have the gaudy 
statistics and get the majority of headlines. 
But it is a football truism that the team that 
can win the line of scrimmage is more likely 
to win the game. Thus, college recruiters are 
always on the watch for talented men for 
trench warfare. 

Alabama already has a smattering of com- 
mitments from the big guys—ollensive line- 
men Justin Moon and Travis West, defensive 
lineman Andraus Grace, and tight end 
Mario Lane. 

As always, we remind you that these are 
players we consider to be among the best. 
Not all of them will be recruited by 
Alabama. And it is possible that some not on 
this list will emerge as prospects, perhaps 
even for Bama. Here is a look at some ol the 
top big men who are upcoming seniors in 
Alabama high school ranks this year: 


here are three outstanding prospects 

| for tight end, One has already com- 

mitted to Alabama and the other two 

are likely to be signing college scholarships 
somewhere. 

Greer Barnett is a 6-3, 220-pounder who 
runs the 40 in just under 4.6 seconds. He 
plays for former Alabama star Joey Jones in 
the wide open passing attack at Mountain 
Brook High in Birmingham. He is a good 
blocker and runs well with the ball after the 
catch. As a junior he caught +2 passes for 
361 yards (8.6 yards per catch) and a touch- 
down. He had 16 pancake blocks and was 
second team all-state. He attended camps at 
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Alabama and Samford. His grandfather, Jess 
Foshee, played and coached at Bama. Greer 
bench presses 245 and squats 350 and has a 
34-inch vertical jump. He has a 2.7 grade 
point average and 22 ACT score. The state's 
29th-ranked player lists LSU, Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisville, and Southern 
Mississippi. 

Mario Lane, who committed to Bama, is a 
6-5, 250-pounder who runs a 4.7 40. Some 
list the Montgomery Carver star as a defen- 
sive end prospect. He also stars in basketball 
and as a baseball pitcher. As a junior tight 
end Mario had 36 pass receptions for 960 
yards, an impressive 26.7 yards per catch. 
On defense he had 85 tackles, eight sacks, 
and two fumble recoveries. He squats 405 
and benches 226. He has a 2.6 GPA, The 
state's 22nd ranked player, he committed to 
Alabama over Tennessee, Florida, Nebraska, 
and Arkansas. 

Kevin Moore, 6-4, 240, 4.75 is a highly- 
ranked tight end at Huffman in Birmingham. 

Also listed as possible prospects among 
state tight ends are: 

Aaron Cox, 6-4, 240, 4.8, McKenzie: 
Patrick Duffee, 6-4. 245, 4.75, Valley of 
Fairfax; Randall Graham, 6-4, 240, Slocomb: 
and James Thomas. 6-4, 250, 4.85, 
Birmingham Shades Valley. 


ffensive linemen are hard to find, so 
Oe no surprise that recruiters will be 

spending a lot of time in Alabama 
this fall. No fewer than nine upcoming high 
school senior offensive linemen in Alabama 
high schools are already considered top 
prospects, and as many as seven more are 
projected as prospects by the end of football 
season. Those receiving interest include: 

Pedro Bennett, 6-5, 335, 5.4, plays at 
Robert E, Lee in Montgomery, Although he 
has defensive line skills, he is projected as 
an offensive tackle. On defense as a junior 
he had 98 tackles and five sacks. He benches 
340, squats 555, and power cleans 245. He 
is getting looks from Auburn, Ole Miss, 
Kentucky, LSU, and Alabama. 

Brett Byford, 6-4, 275, 4.9, is a guard at 
Hartselle. He averaged five pancake blocks 
per game as a junior. He grades well as a run 
blocker, pass blocker, and has the speed and 
agility to pull and block on sweeps. He was 
his teams most valuable offensive lineman 
as he graded 87 per cent last year. Brett is 
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ranked 18th in the state. He benches 275. 
squats 500. He has a 3.7 GPA and 24 ACT 
score. Nebraska is considered the leader 
over Alabama, Auburn and Southern Miss. 

JaMarius Dismuke, 6-4, 312, 5.5, is a 
guard at Parker in Birmingham. He is the 
son of former Alcorn State and New Orleans 
Saints player Jerry Dismuke (who is the 
head coach at Bessemer Jess Lanier). 
JaMarius has very good technique. A defen- 
sive tackle for most of his junior season, he 
saw action in just three games on offense, 
but will be an offensive lineman as a senior. 
He graded 80 per cent blocking in his limit- 
ed playing time. He attended camps at 
Alabama, Auburn, and Florida and those 
three are his favorites. He has a 300 bench 
press, 500 squat, and 25-inch vertical jump. 
He has a 2.5 GPA. 

Lance McCullough, 6-4, 305, 5.5, is a 
guard at Cedar Bluff High. Although he is 
not fast, he does have good agility and per- 
formed well in the Nike camp in Tuscaloosa 
this summer. He benches 280, squats 410, 
and has a 22-inch vertical jump. He has a 
2.67 GPA. He lists Alabama, Kentucky, 
Southern Miss, lowa, Middle Tennessee, and 
UAB. 

Irving MeGuire, 6-0, 261, 5.3, is a center 
at Johnson High in Huntsville. Although 
size is against him in the college recruiting 
evaluations, he has excellent quickness, 
blocking ability, and intelligence. And his 
football speed is better than his 40 time. At 
middle linebacker last year he turned in 92 
tackles, His brother, Russell, plays at 
Alabama A&M. Irving benches 330, squats 
500, and power cleans 245. He has a 22-inch 
vertical jump. He has a 3.68 GPA and is con- 
sidering Alabama, Auburn, Vanderbilt 
Memphis, and Troy State. 

Justin Moon, 6-6, 295, 5.28, is a tackle at 
Guntersville High who committed to 
Alabama. He is the state’s 12th-ranked play- 
er. Justin has great determination to be a 
good player and has taken the extra step by 
joining the fitmess camp conducted by 
famed strength and conditioning coach Russ 
Pohemas in Birmingham. He dropped his 40 
time by over half a second while improving 
his bench press by 50 pounds to 284. He 
squads 450, power cleans 280, and deadlifts 
465. He has a 21-inch vertical jump. He has 
a 3.7 GPA. 

Richard Oliver, 6-6, 312, 5.2, is a tackle at 
Pinson Valley High. His coach thinks that 
academic deficiencies will start Oliver in ju- 
nior college. He had an impressive showing 
in the Nike camp this summer. 

Dillon Price, 6-4, 290, 5.5, is a tackle at 
Decatur High. where he plays for former 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/SEPTEMBER 2002 


Tider Laron White. He attended the Nike 
camp as well as camps at UAB, Georgia 
Tech, and Vanderbilt this summer. He bench 
presses 280, squats 425, and power cleans 
250, He has a 20-inch vertical jump. He has 
a 3.3 GPA. He lists Vanderbilt, Alabama, 
Georgia Tech, Tennessee, Ole Miss, UAB, 
and Auburn. 

Aaron Sears, 6-4, 306, 5.0, is a guard and 
tackle at Russellville High who is generally 
considered the top offensive line prospect in 
the state this year. He is the sixth-ranked 
overall player in Alabama, He has started 
since his freshman season and graded 87 per 
cent last year. He was all-state as a junior. 
His cousin, Colin Sears, was the top offen- 
sive lineman in Alabama his senior year. 
Aaron's brother, Kevin, signed with Auburn 
last year, as had Colin, Aaron benches 325, 
squats +50, and power cleans 275. He has a 
2.4 GPA and 15 ACT. He lists Tennessee, 
Auburn, Alabama, Miami, and Florida. 

Adam Truitt, 6-3, 275, 5.0, is a guard at 
Hoover High in Birmingham. He is a very 
intelligent player who graded 85 per cent as 
a sophomore and 90 per cent last season. 
Adam moved to Birmingham [rom Indiana 
prior to his freshman year. His father, 
Anthony, played at Pittsburgh, Adam had 
shoulder surgery last December but is 100 
per cent, He camped at Alabama, Auburn 
and Notre Dame, as well as the Nike camp. 
He benches 320, squats 530, and power 
cleans 300. He has a 28-inch vertical jump. 
He has a 3.54 GPA. He lists Vanderbilt, 
Stanford, Alabama, Auburn, and Georgia 
Tech. 

Mario Wormley, 6-5, 328, 5.5, is a tackle at 
Jess Lanier High in Bessemer, Last year he 
was primarily a defensive tackle and had 50 
tackles and 11 sacks. On offense he relies on 
quick feet and good strength. He is a cousin 
of former Auburn player Bo Jackson. He at- 
tended the Nike camp and Alabama’s camp. 
He benches 300, squats 400. He has a 2.7 
GPA. He lists Alabama, Miami, Syracuse. 
Auburn, and LSU, 

Other possible offensive line prospects are: 

Nathan Adams, 6-5, 340, 5.7, Prichard 
Vigor; James Anderson, 6-3, 265, 5.2, 
Hueytown; Turner Burton, 6-2, 250, 4.7, 
Mountain Brook; Tim Goins, 6-3, 260, 5.2, 
Madison Bob Jones; Lance Harold, 6-2, 320, 
5.5, Vigor; Joseph Hastings, 6-3, 285, 5.3, 
Athens East Limestone; Luke Landers, 6-2, 
250, 5.0, Tuscaloosa County; Jason 
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Marshall, 6-2, 290, 5.1, Daleville; Mario 
Ragland, 6-2, 300, 5.3, Gadsden Litchfield; 
Brent Todd, 6-4, 380, 4.85, Pelham; 
Jonathan Tousineau, 6-4, 277, 5,2, Mobile 
Christian; Leon Wade, 6-1, 345, 5.5, 
Huntsville Johnson; Jonathan Wilson, 6-4, 
240, 5.0, Huntsville Butler; and Carlos 

foods, 6-+, 320, 5.3, Birmingham Jackson- 
Olin. 


here is a school of thought among 

| some college recruiters to go after de- 

fensive linemen, the feeling being that 

they have a more aggressive attitude and are 

generally quicker than high school offensive 

linemen, As such, if it turns out they are not 

college level defensive linemen, they may 
make it on offense. 

Here is a look at those considered the top 
defensive line prospects in Alabama this 
year: 

Dominic Baker, 6-3, 300, 5,0, is a tackle at 
Thomasville High. He averaged six tackles 
per game last year and was his team’s most 
valuable defensive lineman. He benches 315, 
squats +70, and holds the school record in 
power clean at 290. Although he lists 
Alabama and Auburn, junior college is a 
possibility. 

Lloyd Blevins, 6-4, 220, 4.6, is an end at 
Wenonah High in Birmingham. He played 
only five games last year for disciplinary rea- 
sons, but had 50 tackles and eight sacks. He 
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has recovered from a fractured thumb suf- 
fered last year. He camped at Alabama. He 
benches 325 and deadlifts 475. He has a 33- 
inch vertical jump. He has a 3.0 GPA. He 
lists Alabama, Tennessee, Auburn, Florida, 
and Southern Miss. He is ranked 23rd in the 
state. 

Dan Cox, 6-2, 302, 5.1, is a tackle at 
Springville High. He has improved his speed 
from a 3.4 clocking last year. He is a four- 
year starter who played center as a fresh- 
man, and some project him on offense in 
college. Last year he had 72 tackles, seven 
sacks, five tackles for loss, three caused fum- 
bles, and two fumble recoveries. He benches 
405, squats 560, and has a 28-inch vertical 
jump. His favorite school is Alabama, but he 
is also considering Auburn, Mississippi 
State, Ole Miss, Georgia, and some smaller 
schools. 

Will Denniston, 6-3, 225, 4.7, is a defen- 
sive end at UMS Wright High in Mobile, He 
helped his team to the 4A state champi- 
onship last year as he posted 89 tackles (46 
solo), nine sacks, nine tackles for loss, nine 
quarterback pressures, five caused fumbles, 
and two fumble recoveries. He was first 
team all-state. He has camped at Alabama, 
Auburn and Southern Miss, He benches 365, 
squats 465. He lists Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
LSU, Auburn, Louisville, and Southern Miss. 

Tez Doolittle, 6-3, 260, 4.7, is a defensive 
end at Opelika High. Unquestionably the 
number one defensive end prospect in 
Alabama, he is the number eight overall 
prospect. He is considered a better prospect 
than his previous teammates, Tommy 
Jackson and Will Herring, both Auburn 
signees last year. Tez was credited with 86 
tackles, six sacks, 24 tackles for loss, 2 bro- 
ken up passes, and a fumble recovery 
(which he returned 43 yards for a touch- 
down) as a junior. As a fullback he had 48 
rushes for 224 yards and nine touchdowns, 
He benches 335 and power cleans 315 and 
has a 34-inch vertical jump. He has a 3.1 
GPA. He camped at Auburn, which is his fa- 
vorite, but he also lists Tennessee, Georgia, 
Florida, Miami, South Carolina, and 
Alabama. 

Marquies Gunn, 6-3, 205, 4.6, is an end at 
Benjamin Russell High in Alexander City. He 
helped his team to the state championship 
last year as he was credited with 110 tackles 
and 15 sacks. He plays tight end on offense, 
but his future is at defensive end. He bench- 
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es 290, squats 275. and has a 33-inch verti- 
cal jump. He camped at Alabama and lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Arkansas, Southern Miss, 
and West Virginia, 

Michael Hill, 6-3, 275, 4.75, is a tackle at 
Smiths Station in Smiths. He, too, is a tight 
end on offense and may end up there in col- 
lege. Last year, only his second in organized 
football, he had 43 tackles (25 solo), two 
sacks, one tackle for loss, and one caused 
fumble. As a tight end he caught seven passes 
for 109 yards and one touchdown, He bench- 
es 275 (low due to a shoulder injury), squats 
460, and power cleans 265, He has a 3.0 GPA. 

Brandon Jefferies, 6-5, 210. +.6, is an end 
at Central High in Tuscaloosa. Although 
over-shadowed by Alabama signee Chris 
Harris last year, Brandon had 85 tackles and 
13 sacks. He father, Jerome Jefferies, played 
at North Alabama. Brandon camped at Ole 
Miss, LSU, and Alabama. He benches 250, 
squats 350, and power cleans 235, He has a 
2.5 GPA, He lists LSU and Memphis as his 
top two, followed by Louisville, Auburn, 
Georgia Tech, Tennessee, and Alabama. 

Dominic Lee, 6-3, 295, 5.0, is a tackle at 
Huffman High in Birmingham. He is the 
state's top-rated defensive lineman and num- 
ber four prospect overall in Alabama, He 
started last season at offensive tackle, but 
moved to defense during the state playoffs. 
He graded 87 per cent as an offensive line- 
man. In just three games on defense he had 
23 tackles and four sacks despite playing 
with a stress fracture in his shin. He is also 
his team’s placekicker, He benches 375, 
squats +75, and power cleans 315. He has a 
2.7 GPA and 20 ACT. He camped at 
Alabama, Auburn and Ole Miss and is con- 
sidering those three plus South Carolina, 
Stanford, Michigan, and Florida State. 

KaBrandon Moore, 6-3, 280, 5.0, is a tack- 
le at Notasulga High. He was all-state last 
year as he had 100 tackles, 15 sacks, and 
over 30 tackles for loss. He camped at South 
Carolina. He benches 250 and has a 2.7 
GPA. He lists Tennessee, Auburn, Alabama, 
Southern Miss, and Memphis. 

Chaz Richards, 6-1, 235, 4.7, is a defen- 
sive end and linebacker from Charles 
Henderson High in Troy. He has improved 
his +0-yard time from 5,5 in just one off-sea- 
son. Last year he had 47 tackles, three 
caused fumbles and two fumble recoveries. 
As an offensive lineman he had 21 pancakes. 
He benches 365, squats 565, and power 
cleans 310, He has a 2.9 GPA and 18 ACT. 
He lists Alabama, Auburn, Southern Miss, 
Troy State, and UAB. 

John Scott, 6-1, 280, 4.9 is a tackle at 
Austin High in Decatur. He started his high 
school career as a basketball player at 
Saunders High in Yonkers, New York, then 
moved to Decatur where he first played bas- 
ketball. In fact, he was a member of the 6A 
Final Four Austin basketball team as a ju- 
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The Committed 


Alabama has added four more commitments before the start of this football season, 

Jarod Parrish, a 6-3, 180-pound cornerback from Chattooga High School in Summerville, 
Georgia; Eric Gray, a 5-11, 180-pound cornerback prospect at West Morgan High School in 
Trinity; LeRon McClain, a 6-1, 230-pound fullback at Tuscaloosa County; and Tim Castille, a 
3-11, 220-pound tailback at Briarwood Christian in Birmingham recently have announced 
they would sign with Bama on February 5, 2003. 

That brings to nine the number of prep prospects who have already announced for 


Alabama. Previously announced as having committed to Bama are: 

D.J. Chambers, a 6-0, 180-pound athlete from Highland Home; Chris Felder, a 5-11, 165- 
pound athlete who played at Thomasville last year and will be at Camden Wilcox Central this 
year; Andraus Grace, a 6-3, 300-pound defensive tackle from Fort Meade, Florida; Mario 
Lane, a 6-3. 240-pound defensive end and tight end from Montgomery Carver; Justin Moon, a 
6-6, 290-pound offensive lineman from Guntersville, Erie Packer, a 5-9, 184-pound running 
back from Camden Wilcox Central; and Travis West, a 6-4, 275-pound offensive tackle from 
Northeast Jones High School in Laurel, Mississippi. 


nior. However, 

ball. Last year, playing both end and tackle, 
he had 88 tackles, 14 sacks, broke up eight 
passes, caused four fumbles, and recovered 
two fumbles. He benches 315, squats 500, 
and power cleans 225, He has a 3.1 GPA. He 
lists Alabama, Georgia Tech, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, and Southern Miss. 

Melvin Scott, 6-3, 252, 4.8, is an end at 
Charles Henderson High in Troy. He could 
be a tackle in college. Last year he had 49 
tackles, three sacks, and five caused fum- 
bles. He camped at Central Florida, where 
the recruiting coordinator is the brother of 
Scow’s prep coach, He benches 320. He lists 
Central Florida, Alabama, Auburn, Troy 
State, and Southern Miss. 

Josh Tompkins, 6-3, 210, 4.5, is an end at 
Russellville High. He is the twin brother of 
Jake, a highly-publicized quarterback 
prospect. Last year Josh had 70 tackles and 
28 sacks, He benches 315, squats 420, and 
power cleans 265, He has a 3.1 GPA as a 
special education student who is document- 
ed Learning Disabled. He said he is hearing 
from Ole Miss, Arkansas, Auburn, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi State. 

John Wright, 6-2, 250, 4.9, is an end at 
Hoover High in Birmingham. Last year he 
had 82 tackles, seven sacks, one caused 
fumble, and two fumble recoveries. He was 
honorable mention all-state. He camped at 
Alabama. He benches 315, squats 470, and 
power cleans 280. He has a 3.1 GPA. He lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, and Vanderbilt, 

Other defensive linemen to watch are: 

Brad Action, 6-4, 245, 5.2, Birmingham 
Briarwood Christian; John Adams, 6-0, 240, 
4.8, Calera; Alonzo Barrett, 6-3, 215, 4.7, 
Alabaster Thompson; Sean Darby, 6-2, 240, 
4.65, Athens; Tyrell Glass, 6-2, 255, 5.0, 
Attalla; Charley Guess, 6-3, 265, 4,9, 
Guntersville; Brian Hawkins, 6-4, 250, 5.0, 
Birmingham Warrior; Jarren Humphrey, 6-2, 
205, 4.6, Huntsville Grissom; Timmy Hunt, 
6-4, 215, 4.8, Irvington Alma Bryant; Aaron 
Jones, 6-3, 240. 4.75, Newbern Sunshine; 
Dewayne Laton, 6-2, 270, 5.0, Birmingham 
Shades Valley; Merrill Newman, 6-7, 245, 
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4,8, Camden Wilcox-Central; Casey Pnazek, 
6-4, 220, 4.7, Alabaster Thompson; 
Ladarrius Stanley, 6-4, 250, 4.75, Courtland; 
].D. Whited, 6-2, 265, 4.9, Oneonta; Travis 
Zachery, 6-3, 280. +.9, Ashland Clay 
County; and Tyler Zahnd, 6-4, 240, Killen 
Brooks. 


ile most glamour players are at 
skill position, over the years 
linebackers like Lee Roy Jordan, 


Woodrow Lowe, and Cornelius Bennett had 
more than their shares of adulation. It's far 
too early to say if any upcoming high school 
senior linebackers will reach legendary sta- 
tus in college, but some will have the oppor- 
tunity. Here are the top linebacker prospects 
in Alabama this fall: 

Henry Blackmon, 6-0, 203, 4.6, is at 
Wilcox-Central in Camden. He was honor- 
able mention all-state last year as he had 133 
tackles, two interceptions, and caused a 
fumble. He was actually the leader of a de- 
fense that featured Alabama signee Chris 
Browder. His team finished with a 12-1. 
record. He has camped at Alabama, Auburn, 
Ole Miss, and the Nike camp. He benches 
265, squats 550, and has a 34-inch vertical 
jump. He has a 3.4 GPA, He lists Alabama, 
Auburn, tennessee, Florida, Ole Miss, and 
Florida State. 

Quenton Craddock, 6-3, 215, 4.6, is at 
Mountain Brook High in Birmingham. A 
very intelligent player, he was honorable 
mention all-state as a junior as he helped his 
team to the state semifinals, Last year he had 
98 tackles, two interceptions, a caused fum- 
ble, and three fumble recoveries. His uncle, 
David Craddock, played at Georgia and his 
uncle, Max Holifield, played at Alabama. He 
camped at Notre Dame and the Nike camp. 
He benches 315 and has a 33-inch vertical 
jump. He has a 3.0 GPA and made 30 on the 
ACT. His favorites are Arkansas and 
Vanderbilt, followed by North Carolina 
State, Alabama, and Auburn. 

Mizraim Farley, 6-0, 200, 4.5, is at Daphne 
High, where he helped his team to the state 
title’ He had 66 tackles (47 solo), eight 
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sacks, and seven fumble recoveries. He 
camped at Mississippi State, Alabama, and 
Auburn. His brother, Sam, plays at West 
Alabama. Mizraim benches 360, squats 480, 
and has a 29-inch vertical jump. He has a 3.8 
GPA. He lists Alabama, Auburn, Memphis, 
North Carolina, and West Virginia. 

Michael Jamar, 6-3, 205, 4.55, is at Butler 
High in Huntsville, where his teammates last 
year included current Tiders Ken Darby and 
Ramzee Robinson, Last year he had 143 tack- 
les, 25 sacks, 22 tackles for loss, and one in- 
terception, which he returned for a touch- 
down. He was impressive in the Nike camp 
and also attended the Alabama camp. He lists 
Alabama as his favorite, followed by 
Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi State, 
Arkansas, and Southern Miss. 

Terrence Jones, 6-1, 201, 4.5, was voted his 
team’s most valuable defensive player each of 
the past two years at Tuscaloosa County, 
where he plays for former Tider Robert 
Higginbotham. He was all-state as a junior as 
he had 110 tackles, seven sacks, one intercep- 
tion, and two blocked punts. As a sophomore 
he had 86 tackles and four sacks. He is ex- 
pected to play tailback as a senior, replacing 
Alabama signee Titus Ryan. He benches 305, 
squats 450, and has a 29-inch vertical jump. 
He has a 2.7 GPA. He favors Alabama over 
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LSU, Georgia, Auburn, Tennessee, West 
Virginia, and Georgia Tech. He’s the state’s 
second ranked linebacker and number 14 
overall, 

Will McDaniel, 6-2, 220, 4.6, is at Austin 
High in Decatur, He was all-state as a junior 
as he turned in 132 tackles, two interceptions 
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(one returned for a touchdown), five caused 
fumbles, and three fumble recoveries. He lists 
Alabama, Mississippi State, Ole Miss, 
Auburn, Louisville, UAB, and Middle 
Tennessee, 

Mitchell Thomas, 6-2, 215, 4.5, is at Smiths 
Station in Smiths. He is the state’s top ranked 
linebacker and number 13 overall going into 
his senior year. Although he played only half 
the year as a junior, he turned in 65 tackles. 
On offense he rushed for 930 yards and 10 
touchdowns. He also stars in track where he 
was eighth in the state in the 55-meter dash, 
He camped at Alabama. Mitchell benches 295, 
squats 420, and has a 33-inch vertical jump. 
He has a 3.1 GPA and 19 ACT. Alabama leads 
Tennessee, South Carolina, Georgia, LSU, 
Miami, Nebraska, Auburn, and Florida. 

Other linebackers likely to draw interest 
this recruiting season are: 

Michael Bass, 6-1, 200, 4.9, Ashland Clay 
County; Josh Cooper, 6-0, 200, 4.6, Prattville; 
Adam Elmore, 6-2, 200, 4.7, Huntsville 
Grissom; Chris Gunter, 6-0, 220, 4.7, Phenix 
City Central; Ty Gunter, 6-1, 228, 4.8, 
Theodore; Chima McClain, 6-0, 210, 4.7, 
Charles Henderson of Troy; Avery Moland, 6- 
2, 185, 4.5, Birmingham Tarrant; Marco 
Morris, 6-1, 200, 4.6, Leroy; and Ernest 


Thomas, 6-1, 245, 4.7, Huntsville Butler. 


NOVEMBER 23, 2002 


) 
Ot 
University of Alabama . 


31 


SCORECARD 


Football Game Added 

No, its nothing like going to Hawaii. And 
is not in excess of the 13 games already 
scheduled for this season. But Alabama is 
adding a football game, Alabama will play a 
junior varsity game against Georgia Military 
Academy at 4 p.m. Thursday, October 10, at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Alabama Director of Football Operations 
Charley North said, “It will give several play- 
ers the chance to play. [vs not very much fun 
to always practice and not play. And its also a 
chance for the coaches to evaluate those play- 
ers under game conditions” 

NCAA rules allow schools to schedule up 
to five junior varsity games per year, but 
there are very few schools that do. In past 
decades such games were common, but a va- 
riety of factors led to their demise. “With 
expanded schedules, you have fewer open 
dates,” North explained. “And we can't take 
away [rom game preparation. The limita- 
tions on squad sizes has hurt. We'll only 
have 145 or so kids this year, and you used 
to have 180-200 at the big schools. Plus, 
we're allowed fewer coaches today.” 

Alabama's last JV game took place 22 years 
ago at Fort Benning, Georgia. But in previous 
decades such games were common. Back then 
the games were normally played on Thursday 
or Friday, and the exact number of JV games 
would vary from year to year. 

The contest against Georgia Military will 
mainly feature third- and fourth-stringers, 
athletes that are not likely to get playing time 
on Saturdays. Technically, every squad mem- 
ber could participate, but that won't happen. 
Football players are limited to 12 games (13 
for Alabama with the Hawaii trip) this season, 
and any athlete who competes against Georgia 
Military will lose a game's worth of eligibility 
against the regular slate. 

Also, a player headed for a redshirt could 
not participate without burning his season, 

The graduate assistants (Woodrow Lowe, 
offense and Rick LaFavers, defense) will be 
principally responsible for the game. 


Tide Hires Men’s Golf Coach 

Jay Seawell, 35, who guided Augusta State to 
a fifth place NCAA Division | finish this past 
season, has been hired as head men’ golf coach 
at Alabama. During his tenure as a head colle- 
giate coach, he advanced Augusta State to four 
NCAA tournament appearances, including the 
team finals in three of the last four seasons. 

The Anderson, South Carolina, native has 
produced six All-Americas. He's also coached 
four U.S, Amateur participants including one 
U.S. Amateur semi-finalist, five Palmer Cup 
participants, one Walker Cup team member, 
and an NCAA individual runner-up. 

His success at Augusta State has included 
six tournament championships since 1998. 
Before joining the ASU staff, Seawell was 
head men’s golf coach at Anderson College 
from 1991 through 1996 and again in 1997- 
98 until he got the ASU job in the summer 
of 1998. Anderson College won five consec- 
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utive Region 10 championships during that 
time, and Seawell’s success earned him the 
Region Coach of the Year awards all five of 
those years. 

Seawell was a golfer at South Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1988. 


Women Hire Assistant Golf Coach 

Andrew Tredway has been named as an as- 
sistant coach to Head Women’s Golf Coach 
Betty Palmer. A native of Ashland, Oregon, 
Tredway joins the Bama staff following a two- 
year stint as a professional golfer on several 
circuits including the ANZ/Australasian and 
the North Atlantic tours. 

Tredway, a 2000 graduate from the 
University of Oregon, was a member of two 
Ducks squads that participated in NCAA 
Championship play. An honorable mention 
All-Pac 10 performer in 1999_ Tredway let- 
tered four seasons for the Ducks and led the 
team in scoring average one season, 

Tredway, who owns five career pro titles. 
was named the 2000 North Atlanuc Tour 
Rookie of the Year. He is also the current 
holder of five course records. 


Lynn Kurth Shaffer 
Lynn Kurth Shaffer, a former University of 

Alabama women’ golf coach, has died from 
cancer at age 48. She had been head golf pro- 
fessional at Bessemer Bent Brook Golf Course 
since 1988. The Cedar Rapids, lowa native 
coached the Crimson Tide women’s golf team 
for five seasons, working with Alabama Golf 
Director Conrad Rehling. from the 1979-80 
season through the end of the 1983-84 sea- 
son. She also taught at The University. She 
was later an assistant professional at Vestavia 
County Club in Birmingham and at Seascape 
in Destin, Florida. 

Current Alabama Coach Betty Buck Palmer 
played for Shaffer at Alabama. 


Catching Up 

Not so fast. While Alabama seemed to be in 
desperate need of a catcher, and while Drew 
Miller of Troy State had previously announced 
his intentions to transfer to the Crimson Tide 
(as reported in last month’s "Bama, that's not 
going to happen. Miller wanted to transfer be- 
cause Troy Coach John Mayotte was not re- 
tained after the 2002 season. Ironically, Troy's 
new coach, former Alabama baseball star and 
assistant coach. Bobby Pierce, would not grant 
Miller his release, That action is almost un- 
heard of in sports other than football and 
men’s basketball, Miller will stay at Troy State. 

However, Bobby Burns, a native of 
Herriman, Utah, has joined the Alabama team 
and will be the leading candidate to replace 
Jeremy Brown as the Crimson Tide’ catcher 
this season. Burns (6-0, 190) played the last 
two years at Dixie State College in St. George, 
Utah. 

Burns, who was born in Pocatella, Idaho, 
played in 91 games in his two-year career at 
Dixie State College, where he batted 324 (81- 
for-250) with three home runs and 40 RBI. 
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The 22-year old also tallied 49 runs, 16 dou- 
bles, two triples and 42 walks in his career. 

As asophomore (2002), Bums played in 54 
games and batted 318 (50-for-157) with one 
home run and 23 RBL He added 31 runs, 11 
doubles and walked 24 times. Defensively, he 
committed only two errors in 372 total 
chances (.995) behind the plate. As a 
freshman (1999), Burns appeared in 37 games 
and posted a .333 (31-for-93) batting average 
with three home runs and 17 RBL The right- 
hander added 18 runs, five doubles, two 
triples and 18 walks. He had five errors in 
259 chances (.985) as a rookie. 


Fall Baseball 

Alabama's baseball team will begin fall 
workouts September 16 and will work for 
four weeks with intrasquad games at Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium each weekend (Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. September 20-October 
13) open to the public. The fall roster of 40 
players including walk-ons includes several 
returnees from Bama’ 2002 SEC Tournament 
championship team. One Tider who had been 
expected to return did not. Pitcher Josh Baker 
has left Alabama and has transferred to Rice 
University in Houston. Baker was 3-1 with a 
5.93 ERA in nine appearances during his in- 
jury-plagued freshman season. 


Honor For Stonard 

Alabama junior baseball star Peter Stonard 
won the Most Valuable Player Award in the 
prestigious Cape Cod League this sumumner. He 
led the league with a .348 batting average, 
which earned him the Thurman Munson 
Award. He was the starting centerfielder in the 
league all-star game. 

Stonard moved from right field to second 
base last spring. He batted .411 with five 
home runs and 42 RBI, He is expected to re- 
iurn to the outfield this year as a centerfielder. 

Also in the Cape Cod League, sophomore 
Tide pitcher Taylor Tankersley led the league 
with six wins and ranked eighth in the league 
with a 1.41 ERA and was also an all-star. As a 
freshman at Bama he had an 8-5 record with 
2.62 ERA and seven saves and was a consen- 
sus Freshman All-America. 


Good Recruiting 

Alabama Baseball Coach Jim Wells is an ex- 
cellent teacher, but it also helps to get good 
players. And Wells has apparently done that 
this year. His recruiting class was ranked sixth 
best in the nation by Baseball America. 
(Arizona State, Texas, Georgia Tech, LSU and 
Florida State were the top five.) 

Additionally, four Tide signees were ranked 
among the nation’s top 100 high school 
prospects according to the publication. They 
are catcher Brian MeCann (26th), pitcher 
Allen Ponder (28th), infielder Billy Hogan 
(59th), and infielder Evan Bush (71st). 
Ponder, Hogan and Bush have enrolled in 
school while McCann signed with the Adanta 
Braves this summer. 

Ponder, a native of Auburn, was tabbed 
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“Mr. Baseball” by the Alabama Sports 
Writers Association this year. He was also 
the AISA Player of the Year. Hogan was 
named to the Class 5A All-State squad by 
the Texas Sports Writers Association this 
year. Bush,a native of Gadsden and gradu- 
ate of Southside High School, was the ASWA 
Class 5A Player of the Year. 


Staley Is Counting 

Alabama Soccer Coach Don Staley has been 
chosen to be the chairman of the 2002 
National Soccer Coaches Association of 
America National Ranking Committee. Staley 
will be in charge of tabulating votes from all 
five regions to determine the weekly NSCAA 
Top 25 women’ soccer poll. 


Alabama Swimmers Shine 

Alabama top returning swimmers had sum- 
mer success. Anne Poleska and Stefan 
Gherghel, who will enter the junior and 
sophomore class respectively this fall, both fi- 
naled the European Championships held in 
Berlin, Germany in August. 

Poleska is a two year All-America and four- 
time SEC breaststroke champion. At the 
NCAA Championships this past spring, she 
posted the fourth fastest 200 breaststroke time 
in the history of the sport. 

Gherghel won the NCAA 200 butterfly title 
as a rookie, setting a school record and post- 
ing the third fastest time in the history of 
swimming in the process. 

Poleska represented her native Germany 
while Gherghel swam for Romania. 

In the 200 breaststroke, Poleska defeated 
reigning Olympic champion Agnes Kovacs by 
nearly a second, finishing second to Croatia’ 
Mirna Jukic. Poleska’s silver medal time of 
2:27.37 was more than three seconds faster 
than her preliminary time. 

Gherghel finished fourth in the 200 butter- 
fly with a time of 1:57.94. The rising sopho- 
more was fifth after the preliminary heats be- 
fore grabbing the top seed coming out of the 
semi-finals. His semi-finals time of 1:57.13 
was a career best. 


Swim Coach Promoted 

Arthur Albiero, a member of Swimming 
Coach Don Wagner's staff the past three years, 
has been elevated to associate head coach. He 
arrived with Wagner in 1999 Both the men’s 
and women’s Alabama teams have returned to 
national top 20 status in that period. 

In addition to overseeing the Tide’s middle 
distance and stroke athletes, Albiero helps di- 
rect all areas of the program, from recruiting 
to strength and conditioning. 

Albiero was an 18-time swimming All- 
America at Oakland University, leading the 
Pioneers to three-consecutive NCAA Division 
Il Championships. 


Assistant Track Coach 

Alabama Women’s Track and Field Coach 
Sandy Fowler has added Sidney Cartright to 
the coaching staff. Cartwright joins the 
Crimson Tide after a four-year stint with the 
University of Minnesota women’s team. He 
will coach the Tide's sprinters, hurdlers and 
horizontal jumpers. 

While with Minnesota, Cartwright’ athletes 
earned seven Big Ten titles and three All- 
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Thank You! 


If you receive BAMA by mail, it is im- 
portant that you read and respond to 
the information on Page 3 of this issue. 


America honors. Prior to Minnesota, he spent 
two years as an assistant coach at Arkansas- 
Little Rock. 

Internationally Cartwright was sprints, 
jumps and relays coach for his native 
Bahamas at the 1996 and 2000 Olympic 
Games. The Bahama women raced to the gold 
medal in the 4x100-meter relay in 2000 and 
the silver medal at the 1996 games. Former 
Alabama sprinter Pauline Davis was a member 
of the 2000 gold medal winning relay. 

Cartwright was the head coach for the 1995 
Bahamas Games and the 1995 Pan American 
Games in Argentina. He served as assistant 
coach for the 1995 World Championship in 
Sweden. 

Cartwright competed for the Bahamas in the 
1984 Los Angeles Olympics in the decathlon 
and was the national record holder in that 
event. He was a member of the Bahamas na- 
tional team from 1978-87. He is a 1990 gradu- 
ate of Wayland Baptist University in 
Plainview, Texas. 


Volleyball Gets Votes 

For the first time in Alabama volleyball pro- 
gram history, the Crimson Tide received votes 
for the USA Today/AVCA Coaches Top 25 
rankings. UAS point total placed it among the 
Top 50 teams in the country according to a 


vote of Division I volleyball coaches. 

Alabama's 2002 schedule features three 
teams ranked in the Top 25 on the preseason 
poll including second rated Nebraska. Five 
other opponents also received votes. 


Coaches Fighting Cancer 

Cancer has touched the lives of a number of 
members of the Alabama athletics depart- 
ment, prompting Crimson Tide coaches to 
host a “Coaches Fighting Cancer” golf tourna- 
ment. The tournament will be held Monday, 
September 30, at NorthRiver Yacht Club in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Men's Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried, 
Women’s Basketball Coach Rick Moody, 
Baseball Coach Jim Wells, Gymnastics Coach 
Sarah Patterson and her Assistant Head Coach 
David Patterson, and Women’s Golf Coach 
Betty Palmer are co-hosts for the event. 

Palmer is a cancer survivor as is David 
Patterson. Moody's wife, Sandra, is a cancer 
survivor. And Gottfried lost his assistant 
coach Robert Scott to cancer while Scott was a 
member of his coaching staff. 

The format of the golf tournament begins 
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. CDT and a 12:30- 
1:00 shotgun start. The practice tee will open 
that morning. The proceeds from the event go 
to the American Cancer Society. The entry fee 
is $1,000 a team or $250 per individual on the 
four man scramble. To enter or obtain more 
information, call Jim Smith in Tuscaloosa at 
(205) 752-9798 or 888-574-7575. The ad- 
dress is Coaches Fighting Cancer, c/o Dr. Golf, 
711 15th Sweet East, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
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The 2003 Calendar features all 12 art prints 
shown above, PLUS a bonus 8"x 10" print of The 
Gamebreaker. Each print is suitable for framing 
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